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PROCEEDINGS
OF TllK

Rhode Island Historical Society,

1890-91.

At a meeting held January 28, 1890, INIr. William

B. Weeden read a paper ; subject, " Economic and

Social History of Colonial New England."

At a special meeting held February 12, 1890, the

following resolution was adopted :

Resolved^ Tluit the president of the Society be, and he is hereby

authorized and requested to petition tlie General Assembly in the

name and behalf of the Society for an amendment of its charter, in-

creasing the limit of property the Society may hold to one hundred

thousand dollars in adilition to its library, cabinet, historical collec-

tions and antiquities.

After the transaction of business, the Hon. James

Phinney Baxter, of Portland, Maine, read a paper en-

titled " The Abnarkis and their Ethnic Relations."

At a meeting held February 25, 1890, Hon. Wil-

liam P. Sheffield, of Newport, read a paper, entitled

the " Loyalists of Rhode Island."

At a meeting held March 11, 1890, Rev. James G.

Vose read a paper entitled, " The History of Milton,

Mass."
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At a meeting held March 25, 1890, Hon. George

M. Carpenter read a paper entitled "The Reform in

the Civil Service, regarded from a Party Standpoint."

The April quarterly meeting was held April i,

1890. Reports were received from several of the

standing committees, and ordered to be placed on file.

The following named persons were elected resident

members: Miss Julia Bullock, Mrs. Mary H. Knowles,

Miss Candace Allen, Mrs. Emily A. Hall, Miss Esther

Bernon Carpenter, Thomas Allen Jencks, Joseph

Davol, Louis H. Comstock, Charles H. Atwood,

Edward S. Allen, M. D., Samuel H. Webb, Hiram
Howard, Henry R, Barker, William Knight, Frank F.

Olney, Thomas Chase, and John Tagart Blodgett.

The President read the following letter:

Gen. Horatio Rogers, President of the Rhode Island Historical

Society, Providence.

Dear Sir : I will tluink you to present on my belialt' this por-

trait of my late husband to the R. I. Historical Society. Let it have

a place on the wall of your cabinet, whence it may speak to you of

the untiring interest and watchful care which, for so many years,

Mr. Gammell gave to this Society.

With best wishes for its continued prosperity, I remain,

Very truly yours,

P^lizabetii a. Gammei-l.

After remarks by the President, on motion of Rev.

William F. B. Jackson, seconded by Mr. James E.

Cranston, it was

Voted, That the thanks of this Society be presented to Mrs. Gam-
mell for the admirable portrait of our lamented President, Professor

William Gammell, and that the Secretary be instructed to express

our high appreciation of the gift.
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The President reported as a committee appointed
at a special meeting, held on the 29th uf hist January,
that the charter of the Society was amended on tlie

6th of March last by the General Assembly in accord-
ance with the vote adopted at the time of his appoint-
ment. He then read the amendment as follows:

// is enacted hy the General Assemhli/ an follows :

Skction 1. The Rhode Ishiml Historical Society is luToby
iuithoiized to take, hohl, transmit and convey real and personal e.state

to an amount not exceeding cue hundred thousand dollars, in addition
to its library, cabinet, and historical collections and antiquities.

Sec. 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealetl, and tliis act sliall take effect from and after its pas-
sage.

Passed March 6tli, l-syo.

A true copy.

Attest: S. II. CPvOSS,

Secretarif of State.

Mr. Wilfred H. Munroe introduced the following
resolution :

litsuheil. That a committee be appointed to call upon the author-
ities of the Old Colony Railroad, and to urge that the name of the rail-

way station not now a post office, near the site of the village of the
Indian Chieftain Massasoit, be changed to Hampden Meadows, in

the confident hope that future historical research will establish beyond
a doubt, the fact, that " John Ilamden the young gentleman of Lon-
don," who, in 1623, accompanied Edward Winslow of Plymouth on
his visit to the great Sachem, was the great John Hampden whose
glory is the common heritage of the P^nglish-speaking race.

On motion of Mr. Isaac H. Southwick, jr., the
resolution was adopted and Messrs. Wilfred H. Mun-
roe and Henry T. Beckwith were appointed the com-
mittee.

At a special meeting held April 15, 1S9.3, after a
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brief explanation of the object of the call of the meet-

ing, the following resolution was on motion of Mr.

Edward I. Nickerson, unanimously adopted

:

Resolved^ That Messrs. Edward I. Nickerson, Richmond P.

Everett and Henry T. Beckwith, be and they are hereby appointed a

committee to make such settlement with the executors of the will of

Albert J. Jones, in relation to the legacy to this Society, thereunder,

as they shall deem best, with full power and authority to receive less

than the full amount thereof, if in their opinion for the best interest

of the Society.

Mr. John A. Coleman gave a lecture entitled " A
Branch of Mechanical Industry in Rhode Island."

Centenary Celebration.

A meeting was held May 29th, 1890, in Sayles

Memorial Hall, under the direction of a special com-

mittee appointed at a previous meeting suitably to

observe the centenary of the adoption of the Federal

Constitution by the State of Rhode Island.

The Senior Vice-President, Hon. George M. Car-

penter, occupied the chair. The Junior Vice-Presi-

dent, the Rev. E. B. Andrews, offered prayer. A
select choir from the Providence High School, under

the direction of Prof. B. W. Hood, furnished appro-

priate music.

The President of the Society, Gen. Horatio Rogers,

was the orator of the occasion, pronouncing a dis-

course which was listened to with marked interest by

a numerous and highly intelligent audience. At the

conclusion of the address all present were invited to

join the choir in singing our national hymn,—" My
Country 'tis of Thee," etc. The benediction was pro-

nounced by President Andrews and the meeting was

adjourned.
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The July Quarterly meeting was held July i, 1890.
After the transaction of some preliminary business,
the treasurer, Mr. Richmond P. Everett, requested
that two persons be appointed to share with him the
responsibility of investing and looking after the funds
of the Society, And the President was authorized to
name two persons who should with the treasurer con-
stitute a Financial Committee, having in charge the
Society's invested funds.

The following named persons were elected resident
members: Mrs. Elizabeth Caroline Hill, IVIrs. Alma
W. Brooks, Dr. John E. Weeden, George F. Leete,
George J. Hazard, Dr. John P. Brooks, Henry Wal-
cott, and James H. Tower. Franklin Pierce Rice,
of W^orcester, Mass., Col. Albert J. Munro, of New
London, Conn., were elected corresponding members.

Mr. Isaac H. Southwick gave formal notice that he
should move, at the October quarterly meeting, for

such a change of the constitution as would require a
standing financial committee.

Mr. Wilfred H. Munro submitted a printed report
of the special committee, previously appointed to act
in behalf of the Society in giving the honored name
of "Hampden" to a railroad station in the town of
Barrinofton.

The report is as follows:

This station is called - llampden .-Meadows," in a<-cordance with
a request of the Rhode Island Ili.storieal Society. In the early colo-
nhU days the name "Meadows" was given to the tracts of land run-
niiiir as far Inick from tlie river as the salt grass would grow."
The name Hampden commemorates the visit of Edward Winslow

and John Hampden to this region in 1G23. In March of that year
news reached Plymouth that Massasoit was sick and likely to die.
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Accordingly, Edward Winslow (af'terwai-ds Governor of Plymouth

Colony) was sent to visit the Indian Sachem, at his village of

Sowams, and to care for him in his sickness. With him went " one

Master John Hamden a gentleman of London, who there wintered

with us and desired much to see the country." It is confidently be-

lieved that future historical research will prove unquestionably that

this young man afterward became the Parlimentary leader and

statesman whose glory is the common heritage of the P2nglish -speak-

ing race.

The report was accepted, and on motion of Mr.

Isaac H. Southwick, Jr. it was ordered that a copy of

it be suitably framed for the archives of the Society.

Mr. WilHam D. Ely reported in behalf of the cen-

tennial committee, and at his recommendation the

thanks of the Society were given to all who had taken

part in the centennial anniversary, and i,ooo copies of

the address of President Rogers, together with the

other exercises of the occasion, were ordered to be

printed for distribution under rules established by the

library committee.

The need of a revised and corrected edition of the

charter and constitution of the Society was discussed

and the President was authorized to appoint a com-

mittee of three to take this matter in hand, and report

at the October quarterly meeting such action as it

shall deem advisable, with the view of having the work

issued from the press as soon as practicable after the

next annual meeting. The Senior Vice-President,

George M. Carpenter, Mr. Wilfred H. Munro, and

the Secretary, were appointed the said committee.

The building committee was authorized to have the

walls of the old building repaired or changed exter-

nally, so as to compare with the new building, and

present the bill to the treasurer.
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Tlie following resolution was introduced and i)assed

unanimously.

Resolred. That the President of the Society jiiid two other inciii-

bers (to be added by liini) be a committee to appear l^efore the city

council to urge the conversion of tiie Hopkins liurial Ground in the

"Old Tentli Ward " into a public park, with the erection in the centre

of a monument to Admiral Hopkins who is buried there, this Society

deeminjr it lilting and desirable that this site should be thus preserved

in perpetual memory of the pait played in the Revolution by a dis-

tinguished son of this State.

Messrs. A. M. Eaton and C. W. Lip})itt were added

to the said committee.

At the quarterly meeting October 7th, Ex-Governor

Taft reported in behalf of the Committee on increased

buildino- accommodations that the work assio^ned it

would soon be completed, the report was accepted

and the committee continued.

The following named persons were elected resident

members: Messrs. Charles E. Tillinghast, Elisha

Dyer, Joseph E. Spink, George E. Barstow, George

A. Jepherson, Fred. Johnson Daggett, Louis Frank-

lin Snow and Nelson B. Whitaker, of Providence, and

Charles A. Lee, George Mumford Thornton, and

Ansel D. Nickerson, Pawtucket.

The Treasurer, Richmond P. Everett, reported

that $625 had been added to the building fund since

the last quarterly meeting, and that the whole build-

ing fund subscribed amounted to ^15,730.

Rev. William F". B. Jackson offered the following

resolution, which was seconded, and after remarks on

its object by the mover. President Rogers and Mr. Wil-

liam B. Weeden, was unanimously adopted :
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Resolved, That Messrs. George M. Carpenter, William D. Ely,

and Alfred Stone, with the librarian ex-officio, be and they are

hereby appointed a committee to formulate a plan for furnishing so

much of the addition to the cabinet, as, in their opinion, the present

and the immediately prospective needs of the Society demand, and to

report at the next annual meeting.

The President reported in behalf of a special com-

mittee appointed at the last quarterly meeting to bring

before the city council a project for converting the

Hopkin's Burial Ground in the old Tenth Ward into a

public park, with the erection in the centre of it of a

monument to Admiral Hopkins, whose remains are

there interred. The committee of the Society had

appeared before the appropriate committee of the city

council, and the plan proposed seemed to be in a fair

way of being carried out.

Messrs. Carpenter and Munro reported in behalf of

a committee appointed at the last meeting to revise

the charter and constitution. They asked for instruc-

tions as to the extent or limit of the task assigned

them. Explanations were made by the President and

others to the effect that the committee construct, with

the present constitution as a basis, a constitution

suited to the present and prospective needs of the

Society, and report at the next annual meeting. This

explanation was accepted by the committee as satis-

factory.

On motion of Rev. Mr. Jackson this committee was

authorized to report in print.

At a meeting held October 21st, Professor J. Frank-

lin Jameson read a paper entitled: "New Documents

respecting the affair of the Gaspee," followed by a

paper from Mr. Amasa M. Eaton, entitled: "The
Burning of the Gaspee, Was it justifiable.^"
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Two articles, represented to have been taken from

the spot where the Gaspee was burned were exhibited

and remarks were made by the President, Professor

J. W. P. Jenks and Mr. Eaton.

At a meeting held November 4th, Rev. Edward G.

Porter, of Lexington. Mass., read a paper entitled :

"John Eliot and his Indian Bible." A full account

of Eliot's services as a missionary to the Indians was

given, and also his labors as translator of the Bible

into the Indian lanoruaofe.

At a meeting held November 18, owing to the tem-

porary illness of the President the chair was occupied

by Vice-President Carpenter. Miss Esther Bernon

Carpenter read a paper entitled :
" John Savin, His

Book,' giving a vivid sketch of a Puritan, who after a

long residence in Boston removed to Bristol, R. I.,

and took an important part in the controversies of

his time.

At a meeting held December 2d, Edwin D. Mead,

Esq., of Boston, read a paper, entitled :
" The Work

of Washington in Opening up the Great West."

Washington performed this service for his country as

a civil engineer, a proprietor of real estate, a military

commander, as a special commissioner, and as the

president of the United States.

At a meeting held December 16th, Charles E, Car-

penter, who is the sole survivor of the original board

of water commissioners of the cit)'^ of Providence, read

a paper entitled: "The Introduction of Water into

the City of Providence."

At a meeting held December 30th, Henry V. Waters,

A. M., the distinguished genealogist of Salem, Mass.,

addressed the Society, giving in an informal way



16 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

some account of his researches among EngHsh records,

and referring to some of his most interesting and in-

structive discoveries there. He spoke especially of

the way in which he discovered the lineage of

John Harvard, George Washington and Roger Wil-

liams. His auditors were particularly interested in

his statement of a combination of circumstances,

proving that the founder of the Rhode Island and

Providence Plantations was the son of James Wil-

liams, of London.

The sixty-ninth annual meeting of the Society was

held January 13th, 1891, the President, Gen. Horatio

Rogers, in the chair.

The following named persons were elected resident

members : Messrs. Augustus M. Lord, Edwin D.

McGuinness, Charles Sisson, Thomas J. Battey, Wil-

liam T. Nicholson, Henry F. Richards, Edmund R.

Wilson, William B. Mead, John W. Vernon and Ed-

ward Field, of Providence, Samuel M. Conant, of Paw-

tucket, and Mark Anthony DeWolf Howe, of Bristol.

Henry F. Waters, of Salem, Mass., was elected a

corresponding member.

An invitation from the Massachusetts Historical

Society, for this Society to send a delegate to attend

the 1 00th anniversary of that Society at the Arlington

Street Church, in Boston on the 24th instant, was ac-

cepted ; and on motion of Mr. William B. Weeden
the President of this Society was appointed the said

delegate.

A letter from Mr. George C. Mason suggesting that

the Society might become the custodian of certain

memorials of Commodore O. H. Perry, by providing

definite means of safety, was on motion of Mr. John

O. Austin referred to the library committee.
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Reports were received from the Treasurer, tlie com-

mittee on the library, the committee on building- and

grounds, the committee on publications, and the com-
mittee on genealogical researches; also from the pro-

curator from Newport, the procurator from Pawtucket,

and a letter was read from the procurator from Woon-
socket.

Mr. Isaac H. Southwick, chairman of the commit-

tee on increased building accommodations, submitted

a final report, showing that $15,800 had been raised,

which, with interest, amounted to $16,115.93; of this

sum, $15,979.19 had been expended, and a balance

left of $136.74.

Vice-President Carpenter concluded a report in

behalf of the committee to formulate a plan for finish-

ing and furnishing the new building, by offering three

resolutions, which after amendments suggested by

Vice-President Andrews and others were adopted as

follows

:

1. Kesolred, Tluit the special forainittee, appointed at tlie October

quarterly meeting, 1890, to formulate a plan for fini-sliing so much of

the addition to the cabinet, as, in their opinion, the present and the im-

mediately prospective needs of the Society demand, and to report at

the next annual meeting, be and they are liereby directed to put the

addition to the calu'nct in order, by furnishing and finishing the same

in general accord with the report made by them at this meeting, pro-

viiled tlie sum of 83,000 be first raised by subscription, and paid into

the treasury, for the payment of sums due for increased accommoda-

tions, and for fittings as above ordered.

2. liesolved, That to raise the money recpiired, the sum of S3,000

be divided into (30) thirty shares, to be assumed, one, or more,

apiece by the members, who shall agree, either to pay or to solicit

the amount of the shares which they severally assume; the import-

ance of this measure to be urged upon absent members by the otlicers

of the Society.
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3. Resolved., That the Treasurer be and he is hereby directed

to pay the bills for finishing and furnishing the additions to the cabi-

net upon the approval of the special committee appointed for the

purpose.

Mr. William D. Ely presented a report in behalf

of the committe appointed at the suggestion of the

late Ex-Governor Dyer, at the July quarterly meet-

ing in 1886, and reorganized at the July meeting in

1888, to report on Indian names and localities in

Rhode Island.

The officers of the Society were then elected for

the ensuing year; a list of which will be found on

pages 5 and 6.

Mr. Isaac H. Southwick, having served the Society

for seventeen successive years as chairman of the com-

mittee on building and grounds, and having declined

a re-election, on motion of Mr. Richmond P. Everett

it was

Resolved, By a standing unanimous vote, tliat the thanks of the

Society be presented to him for his long, faithful, and very accepta-

ble services.

On motion of Mr. James Burdick, it was

Voted, That a tax of three dollars ($3,) be assessed on each resi-

dent member of the Society.

On motion of Rev. William F. B. Jackson, it was

Voted, That the committee on publications be authorized to

print 600 copies of the proceedings 1890-91, to include the address

of the President, the annual reports, and any other papers the com-

mittee shall select, provided that the whole expense does not exceed

two hundred dollars.

On motion of Vice-President Andrews, it was

Voted., That the General Assembly of the State be respectfully re-

quested, in view of the enlarged accommodations and work of this
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Society, ami also of the greater se(;urity to the Society's and of

the State's Iiistorical treasures (by reason ot the practically fire

proof cliaracter of tlie new buihling), to increase its annual appropri-

ation from five hujulred to fifteen hundred dollars, and that a com-

mittee be appointed by the President to represent the Society in se-

curing the passage of an act to tlie above effect.

The President subsequcnlly appointed' Vice-Presi-

dent Andrews and Messrs. Oscar Lapham and Amos
Perry the said committee.

On motion it was

Voted, Tliat the part of the President's address relating to the

dedication of the cabinet be referred to the library committee together

with tlie President of the Society for such action as may be deemed

advisable.

On motion of Mr. James E. Cranston it was

Voted, That this meeting 1k> adjounied till 8 o'clock, February

3, 1891.

At the adjourned annual meeting, held February 3d,

a report of the library committee was read, recom-

mending the adoption of the following resolution

which was adopted

:

Resolved, That the salary of the Librarian, from and after the first

of January, 1890, be fixed at the sum of eight lumdred dollars, to

be ])ai(l out of the monies in the treasury not otherwise appropri-

ated.

On motion of Mr. Richmond P. Everett it was

Resolvtd, That ^lessrs. John K. Wooden, John Nicholas Brown,

Henry T. Heckwith, James E. Cranston and James Burdick, be and.

they are iiereby appointed a committee to take such action as they

may deem best, to secure the marking oi- designation of places of

historic interest witliin tiiis State ; but said connnittee shall not be

autliorizod to exi)eiid the money of or to contract debts for the So-

ciety witliont fui-tiier authority.
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On motion of Mr. James Burdick it was

Resolved^ That the President and Messrs. J. Franklin Jameson

and Jolm O. Austin, be and they are hereby appointed a committee

to take such action as in their discretion will best secure the print-

ing of the public records of" the State ; and for this purpose, they are

authorized for and in behalf of this Society to petition the General

Assembly of the State and the several town and city councils.

On motion of Mr. James E. Cranston it was

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee to arrange a

programme for a ''Field Day" during the ensuing spring, and re-

port at the April quarterly meeting. The President subsequently

appointed Messrs. James Burdick, Stillman White and Dr. N. B.

Whitaker the said committee. The President Avas also authorized

to appoint a Historiographer, and Amos Perry was requested to serve

in that capacity.



Address of the President.*

Gentlemen of the Historical Society :

The year drawing to a close has borne good fruit to

our association. Increased interest in its objects and

welfare has been manifested in various practical ways,

one of the surest indications being that more new
members have been added during the last twelve

months than ever before in a like period. The
amount actually received by the Treasurer since the

last annual meeting has never been equalled in the

history of the Society, for the Noyes bequest of

twelve thousand dollars, the Steere bequest of ten

thousand dollars, and the Jones bequest of one thous-

and dollars have all been paid during the current

year.

The contributions to the building fund are not suf-

ficient to finish and furnish the addition to our cabi-

net, but as the sum required is not large and as the

necessity for increased accommodations is so urgent

it is hoped that some way may be devised to push

the work to a speedy completion. At the opening of

the original cabinet forty-six years ago, the event was

CoRKECTioN.*—In criticising Professor John Fiske in my annual address last year, I

inadvertently fell into one of his errors by quoting; from a letter which he attributed to

Roger Williams (See The Heginninfjs of New Kngland, p. iS^; also I'roceedinjjs of the

Kliode Island Historical Society, 1859-90, p. 2S). The Letter containing the quotation in

question was from the government of the Colony of Uhode Island, was signed by " Bene-

dict Arnold Fresedent, William Haulston, liandall Ilowldon, Arthur Kenncr, and William

Kield," was dated " From Providence, at the court of trials, held for the colony, Oct. 13U1,

1657," and was addressed " To the much honored, the Generall Court, sitting at lioston, for

the CoUoney of Massachusitts." (Hazard's State Papers, vol. 2, pp. 55^ and SSi-)
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celebrated by an address delivered by the late Profes-

sor Gammell, and it would be eminently fitting to

mark the occupancy of the enlarged structure by some

public service. It would seem to be wise, therefore,

that a committee should be appointed without delay

to make arrangements for such an occasion, and I

commend the matter to your attention.

The list of casualities since the last annual meeting

is unusually small, as but four of our members have

been removed by death. The deceased were of more

than ordinary note, all of them belonging to the old

Rhode Island families, and two of them having held

the highest office in the State. The list includes Mr.

James H. Olney, the Hon. Benjamin F. Thurston,

who as a lawyer achieved the highest professional suc-

cess, pecuniarily, ever attained in Rhode Island, the

Hon. William Warner Hoppin, governor of the. com-

monwealth from 1S54 to 1 85 7, and the Hon. Elisha

Dyer, who filled the gubernatorial chair from 1857 to

1858, and who joined the Society in 1838 and was at

his death its oldest member. Necrological notices

have been prepared and will be found among the pro-

ceedings of the Society.

Seventeen meetings have been held during the year,

and the series of historical papers read in our cabinet

during that period has awakened much interest and

drawn out numerous audiences. The following is a

list of the subjects and authors of those papers:

1. January 28, 1890, "Economic and Social Indus-

tries of Colonial New England," by Mr. W^illiam B.

Weeden.

2. February 11, 1890, "The Abnakis and their
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Ethnic Relations," by the Mon. James Phinne\- Bax-

ter.

3. February 25, 1890, " Tlie Loyalists of Rliode

Island," by the Hon. William P. Sheffield.

4. March 11, 1S90, "History of Milton, Mass.,"

by the Rev. Dr. James G. Vose.

5. March 25, 1890, "Reform in the Ci\il Service

regarded from a Party Standpoint," by the Hon.
George M. Carpenter.

6. April 15, 1890, "A Branch of Mechanical In-

dustry in Rhode Island," by Mr. John A. Coleman.

7. October 21, 1890, " Burning of the Gaspee,"

by Professor J. Franklin Jameson and Mr. Amasa M.

Eaton.

8. November 4, 1890, " John Eliot and his Indian

Bible," by the Rev. Edward G. Porter.

9. November 18, 1890, "John Saf^n, His Book,"

by Miss Esther Bernon Carpenter.

10. December 2, 1890, " The Work of Washing-

ton in Opening up the Great West," by Mr. Edwin
D. Mead.

11. December 16, 1890, "The Introduction of

Water into the City of Providence," by Mr. Charles

E. Carpenter.

12. December 30, 1890, "Researches among
English Records," by Mr. Henry F. Waters.

The centennial anniversary of Rhode Island's adop-

tion of the Federal Constitution occurred on the 29th

of May last, and this Society celebrated the occasion

with much spirit in Sayles Memorial Hall by a com-

memorative discourse by the President, and other ex-

ercises. A large audience testified their appreciation

of the event bv their attendance, and it is worthy of
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note that the orator instead of concurring in the bitter

attack upon the State for her tardiness in ratifying

the Federal Constitution so often indulged in, com-

bated the narrow assumption that paper money was

the sole, or the chief, cause of that delay, and by a

broad examination of the history of our own State and

the various influences affecting the action of the other

states in regard to that instrument, sought, and, it is

believed, found a more adequate, just and reasonable

explanation for Rhode Island's conduct a hundred

years ago, than has hitherto been imputed to her.

But as the exercises on that occasion are all in print

by vote of the Society each one can judge for himself

of the merits of that explanation.

Another centennial anniversary of much interest to

the inhabitants of this State was elaborately cele-

brated in Pawtucket for nearly a whole week, begin-

ning on Sunday, September 28, 1890, and continuing

until the following Friday. It was known as the Cot-

ton Centennial, and was the one hundredth anniver-

sary of the introduction of the manufacture of cotton

into America by Sam.uel Slater, The programme of

the occasion was too expanded to be entirely congru-

ous and included a Sunday school celebration, an in-

dustrial exhibit, a military parade, a trades procession,

a parade of secret and civic societies, a veteran fire-

men's day, and a day devoted to sports.

The accessions to our stores, especially of works of

art, during the past year have been numerous, and we
are under especial obligations to the Franklin Lyceum
in this direction, but as the report of the library com-

mittee has informed you on this subject I will not

detain you by any extended reference to them.
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Neither, witli but two exceptions, shall I dwell upon

the books relating to Rhode Island, or written by

Rhode Island authors, that have appeared since the

last annual meeting. A few months ago a memo-
rial volume of our late president, Professor William

Gammell, containing a biograjihical sketch of him

with selections from his writings, and edited by the

Rev. Dr. James O. Murray, was issued by his family,

A number of papers read before this Society are in-

cluded among the selections. This memorial volume

so admirably edited, and so elegant in its mechanical

execution, is a fitting tribute to our late president and

will serve to perpetuate his memory more worthily

and endurablv than would c^ranite or bronze.

Especially noteworthy is a work, in two volumes,

written by one of our members, and published last

summer, entitled "Economic and Social History of

New England, 1620-1789, by William B. Weeden."

These volumes contain numerous references to Rhode
Island and display an industry in gleaning and mar-

shalling facts rarely equalled. Not only has Mr.

Weeden enhanced his own reputation for scholarship

by this work but he has also placed every student of

American history under deep obligation to him.

One of the most important auction sales of auto-

graph letters and documents e\er held in America

took place in Boston last week. That sale was of the

first half of the collection made by the late Professor

Leffingwell, of New Haven, and realized nearly twenty-

three thousand dollars. Among these manuscripts of

special value and interest to Rhode Islanders was a

letter relating to the early colonial disputes concern-

ing territorial jurisdiction, dated Plymouth, the 6th

3
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of the 4th month 1646, signed by William Bradford,

Edward Winslow, Thomas Prence, Governors of Ply-

mouth Colony, and by John Browne, Commissioner of

the United Colonies, and addressed to John Winthrop,

Governor of Massachu. etts ; and it also contained

eight lines written and signed by Winthrop. Then
there were two highly valuable letters written by

Roger Williams in 1656, one signed with his in-

itials, and the other with his name in full as presi-

dent. As the funds of our Society would not warrant

the outlay of several hundred dollars for these docu-

ments, important as they are, it is gratifying to know
that thev are to come to Providence, haviuQ- been

bought by Mr. John Nicholas Brown for the Carter-

Brown Library, so called ; and the liberality displayed

in allowing the use of the historic treasures of that

library elicited this sentence from the pen of Sir

Arthur Helps: "As far as I have been able to judge,

the American collectors of books are exceedingly

liberal and courteous in the use of them, and seem
really to understand what the object should be in

forming a great library."

In a State as small as Rhode Island our Society

must exert its influence in various directions where, in

larger communities, the division of labor possible to

the greater number of inhabitants would devolve some
duties upon associations formed to encourage special

subdivisions. In Boston, last May, an organization

was started for the preservation of beautiful and his-

torical places in Massachusetts. " Places of historical

interest or remarkable beauty," says one of the circu-

lars issued by that organization, " should be withdrawn
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from private ownership, preserved from haini, and

opened to tlie public . . . because it is true that

' wliere jjfreat deeds were done,

A power abides transfused from siie to son.' "

Could not our Society do something here in Rhode
Island for the preservation of places of historic inter-

est, more than it has already done? Take, for exam-

ple, the earthworks on Butts Hill and Quaker Hill on

the battle-field of Rhode Island, which are now in sucli

an interesting state of preservation as to excite the

surprise and challenge the adniiration of the General

Society of the Cincinnati four years ago, when during

their triennial meetings in Newport they visited the

spot and listened to an able and instructive address by

the Hon. William P. Sheffield upon the battle fought

there. The condition of those works will deteriorate

each succeeding decade unless some fostering care

takes them in charge, and the amount required to ob-

tain title to the land whereon they stand would not be

large. If, however, the actual acquisition of such

places would be too much to undertake, it would in-

volve but a trifling expenditure of money or effort to

cause such spots to be suitably marked. He who has

traversed the route taken by the British troops on

their retreat from Concord Bridge to Boston in the

earliest struf{or]e of the Revolution, cannot fail to re-

call how greatly his interest was quickened by the

several signs and inscriptions along the road, designat-

ing places where striking events occurred on that

memorable occasion. The observant visitor to Wash-

ington never fails to read the inscription on the site

of Ford's theatre where President Lincoln was assas-
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sinated, nor that on the house opposite where he died.

Thousands visit the field of Gettysburg annually, be-

cause of the interest added by the wealth of memo-
rials and inscriptions marking lines of battle and the

locations of regiments and other organizations that

participated in the famous conflict there.

Let us now turn to our own State. How greatly it

would add to the interest of all passers by, and how
it would cultivate local pride and give patriotic inspi-

ration to our children, if the route of the British

troops from Newport to the battle-field of Rhode
Island were designated by suitable sign boards at

proper distances apart. And the same would apply

with equal truth to the scenes of the capture of the

British General Prescott by Colonel Barton ; to the

Sabin Tavern still standing at the corner of South Main
and Planet Streets in this city, where the party that

burnt the Gaspee met and organized ; to the wharf at

the foot of Planet Street where the Gaspee party em-

barked
;
yea, why could not a tablet suitably inscribed

be placed on a beacon erected on Namquit or Gaspee

Point, calling attention to the fact that on that spot

the men of Rhode Island struck an early blow at Brit-

ish tyranny and aggression. How educating would

little markers be, designating the place at Man ton's

Neck, in East Providence, where Roger Williams first

settled after his exile, and cultivated the soil; his

landing place at Providence, and the site of his house

and spring, the location of his Trading House at Wick-

ford, and of Richard Smith's Block House near by,

the scene of the Great Swamp Fight, in South Kings-

town, on December 19, 1676; the site of the old Gar-

rison House on South Main Street between Hopkins
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and Crawford Streets in tliis city, and numerous other

historic spots that I will not stop to mention.

In no direction, however, at this time can this So-

ciety render better service for the preservation and

perpetuation of historical material than by exerting its

infiuence to procure the printing of early records.

The dilapidated state of the old records of Newport,

the scorched and burnt condition of the North Kings-

town records, and the total loss by fire in 1888 of the

old Proprietors' Records of Providence, all afford

striking illustration of the liability of such manuscripts

to injury and destruction. Neither the State of Rhode
Island nor the city of Providence has turned a deaf

ear to reasonable demands upon them, and if they

have not done more, it is in my opinion because no

proper representation has been made to those in

authorit}- of the necessities of the case. The State

has jDrinted ten volumes of Colonial Records, and at

the January Session 1876, when the Hon. Joshua M.

Addeman was Secretarv of State, it authorized that

ofificial to prepare and print a supplemental volume,

which has never appeared. In 1870 a most valuable

octavo volume of over seven hundred pages, entitled

" Rhode Island in the Continental Congress, with the

the Journal of the Convention that adopted the Con-

stitution I765''i790, by the Hon. William R. Staples,"

was printed by order of the General Assembly. A
year ago the State appropriated one thousand dollars

to print the first volume of the Vital Record of Rhode

Island, compiled by James N. Arnold, and containing

the official record of births, marriages and deaths in

the towns composing Kent County. This volume is

now in print and will appear during the session of
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the General Assembly that will begin a week from to-

day. The State also frequently encourages the issue

of works on Rhode Island by purchasing a consider-

able number of copies. The city of Providence has
more than once availed itself of the advice of this So-
ciety when profferred to it; for illustration of which I

would refer to its action in having its two earliest volumes
of records put into condition and bound. A dozen years
ago it assisted in printing an index of Births
Marriages and Deaths, in four octavo volumes under
the editorship of the late Dr. Edwin Snow; and the
question of printing its early records is now being
considered. It is earnestly hoped that some steps in

that direction will be speedily taken, and this Society
should do all in its power to encourage such a work,
as the value of those records cannot be overrated
either from a business or an antiquarian standpoint.
In the probate office alone there are records of about
one thousand deaths prior to 1800 that are not in-

cluded in the printed index of Dr. Snow, and the in-

formation contained in the wills is simply priceless.

Our neighbors in Massachusetts are keenly alive
to the advantages of type for the purposes of perpetu-
ation. In 1880 the first volume of the records in the
registry of deeds for Suftolk County was printed by
order of the county commissioners, and it proved so
satisfactory that several succeeding volumes have
since been reproduced in the same manner. As the
recitals in the petition which prompted this official

action are very brief and are as applicable to the city
of Providence as to the city of Boston, for Boston
and one or two suburban towns constitute the county
of Suffolk, I will quote them here :
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" The undersigned, members of tlie Suffolk bar, and

others," runs the petition, " respectfully call the atten-

tion of your honorable board to the worn, mutilated,

and illegible condition of the early records of deeds of

the county of Suffolk.

" Your ])etitioners represent that, in addition to the

ordinary causes of decay, said records have been so

seriously affected by the introduction of steam heat

and gas into the hall in which they are now kept, that

their destruction is only a question of time.

" Your petitioners further represent that such de-

struction—undermining as it will the very foundation

of all the titles to real estate in said county—may re-

sult in incalculable loss to said city of Boston, and the

real estate owners therein ; that measures should be

immediately taken for the preservation of said records
;

and that this can l)est be done by printing the same.

"Wherefore they pray your Honorable Board to

order that the first volume of records of Suffolk deeds

be printed verbatim."

In 1875 the City Council of Boston passed an ordi-

nance creating the Record Commissioner, so called. In

that year two Record Commissioners were appointed

for five years, to serve without pay, whose duty it was
" to complete, as far as practicable, the record of births,

deaths and marriages in the town and city of Boston,

prior to A. D. 1849." Their duties in collecting and

editing historical material were enlarged from time to

time, and their reports have been printed, and have

been received with so much favor that the Record

Commissioners are still carrying on their work. They

have now made more than twenty reports containing

a mass of the most valuable local historical material,
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and including tax lists of inhabitants, early town
records, land records, church records, and much other
matter.

These Massachusetts methods are worthy of our
imitation.

Encouraged by what has already been accomplished,
mindful of the duty we owe to our ancestors of hand-
ing their names in honor down to posterity as we
would have our children and our children's children
transmit our own, never forgetting that the import-
ance of the history of Rhode Island is out of all pro-
portion to its diminutive territor}^ and ever remem-
bering, in the words of President Andrews, " that the
one clear and unchallenged contribution which
America has made to the civilization of mankind has
proceeded from the favored community to which we
belong," let us never fail in striving to secure for our
little commonwealth that appreciation of her history
to which she is justly entitled.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
BUILDING AND GROUNDS.

To THE Rhode Island Historical Society :

The exiJendituiX'S of the Committee on Building

and Grounds for the year 1890 liave been as follows :

Amount paid A. W. F"airchild, . . $ 2 00

Walter S. Hosfs:,

Barker & Chadsey, .

Hathaway & Douglass,

Burdick Brothers,

G. D. Lansing, .

Total, . . . $243 94

The item of $170, was paid in accordance with the

vote of the Society at the July quarterly meeting, for

plastering and renovating the outside of the building.

\"ouchers for the several payments are on file in

the hands of the Treasurer.

Respectfully submitted for the Committee on Build-

ing and Grounds,

ISAAC H. SOUTIIWICK, Chairman.

48
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
LIBRARY.

The Committee on the Library respectfully present

the Eleventh Annual Report.

The Library has been open during the year, as

usual, Mr. Amos Perry, Secretary of the Society, be-

ing the librarian.

The crowded state of the present cabinet, and the

delay i}i completing the new building, have made it in-

expedient, in the view of your committee, to purchase

many books, or indeed any which were not in demand

for immediate use, or which being specially needed

they might lose the chance of procuring at a later day.

The whole number of accessions during the year, is

as follows :

Bound Volumes, . . . . 412

Unbound Volumes, .... 1,247

Miscellaneous, . . . . 412

Total, 2,071

The expenditures of the committee for the year

have been :

For Books and Magazines, . . $2,3 00

Binding etc., . . . . 29 65

Total, .... ^62 65
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A number of works ot art—portraits and engrav-

ings of value—have also been presented durinij; the

past year.

As the time and space allotted for this report, does

not admit an enumeration of them here, it is proposed

to print a list in the proceedings, as an Appendix to

this Report.

Of a few works some special notice seems to be re-

quired :

One of the few volumes purchased for the Library

is the " Lenape English Dictionary," from an Anony-

mous MS. in the Archives of the Moravian Church,

at Bethlehem, Pa., edited by Daniel G. Brinton. M.

D., and the Rev. Albert Sequaqkind Anthony, assis-

tant missionary to the Delawares and Six Nations,

Canada, published by the Historical Society of Penn-

sylvania.

These earnest christian Moravians devoted them-

selves to the civilization and conversion of the Indians

in their vicinity, studied the native tongue, reduced it

to writing and printed in it for the use of their converts

a number of works of religious and educational char-

acter.

The work is beautifully printed, on heavy paj^er,

with wide margins, 1 70 pages, Lenape-English, with

58 pages of a double column index, and does the

highest credit to its editors and to the Society.

The work is said to contain and define nearly 4,000

Indian words.

Its appearance at this time demonstrates the new

interest awakened in the aboriginal languages of

North America, which have so close a relation to and

important bearing on all ethnological inquiries as to
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the real origin of our Indian tribes. The real and

philosophical study of these languages seems to have

but just begun.

There has been presented to the Society the Steere

Genealogy and record of the descendants of John

Steere, who settled in Providence, R. I., about the

year 1660, by J. P. Root, quarto, 216 pp., Riverside

Press, 1890.

The preparation of this record was confided to the

Rev. James Pierce Root, whose labors were brought

to an end by his sudden death, which occurred in Jan-

uary 1888, soon after his manuscript was put into the

hands of the printer.

For the compilation of this record we are indebted

to the late Henry J. Steere, who died October 28th,

1889.

The work seems worthy of the cultivated taste of

Mr. Steere, and his singular modesty is strikingly ex-

emplified in the briefest possible notice of himself.

It is but half a line, viz: "Steere, Henry Jonah, b. in

Providence, April 11, 1830."

The paper and typography are of an admirable

character.

The illustrations are thirty in number and well

adapted to their subjects.

Among the most valuable are copies of the earliest

accessible town-plats of Providence, with names of

their then owners annexed, at Stampers Hill, and at the

South End. Also, many fac similes of ancient docu-

ments and deeds, among which is the " Compact of

Twent3'-five Acre Purchase," a list of "those who had

paid their purchase money,"and the deed of Providence



KRPOKT OF COMMITTEE ON THE LIMIiAUV. 37

Plantations to Roger Williams, by Canonicus and
Miantunnomee."

The volume has a copious Index and reflects the

highest credit on the compiler.

Another volume of much interest has been received

as a gift from S. A. Caldwell, entitled " Cities of Our
Faith and other discourses and addresses, by Rev.

Samuel S. Caldwell, D. D., LL. D," with a biographi-

cal sketch of Dr. Caldwell, by Oakman S. Stearns,

D. D.

As Dr. Stearns desired, this book " revives pleas-

ant memories in the minds of many friends, whose

friendship Rev. Dr. Caldwell esteemed and whom he

delighted to serve."

" The Cities of Our Faith " are four papers Dr.

Caldwell was preparing for publication at the time of

his death ; and these—with other Historical Papers,

Addresses and Sermons embraced in the volume—pre-

sent our late and revered fellow-member and worker

in this Society in so happy an aspect, as a writer,

teacher and preacher, that little other biograj^hy seems

left to be desired.

The work entitled " William Gammell, a Biographi-

cal Sketch," is a memorial of the late President of

this Society; and was presented by Mrs. Elizabeth A.

Gammell. It embraces not only a sketch of his life and

striking character, but also a number of historical pa-

pers and several addresses on various occasions of pub-

lic interest. All are marked by the deep and careful

research which so uniformly distinguished his histori-

cal studies, and by the polished style which added in-

terest to every subject and always attracted hearers.
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His life of Samuel Ward here reappears, but it is

well that it should be placed anew before the people, and

their thoughts recalled to the character and principles

of those truly noble men who laid the foundations of

the State and determined the principles of its Consti-

tution.

Another brief volume, presented by Dr. G. W. Rus-

sell, of Hartford, consists of reminiscenses of the " Up-

Neck " district north of the old city line of Hartford,

which recalls to your Committee many scenes and per-

sons of the olden time. To the small boys of that

city the " Rope-Walk '' he describes, with " Jim Shel-

don " wrapped in hemp and spinning rope-yarn as he

backward stepped, was a great attraction. In its front

was the "Wicket" ball ground, where games were

played throughout " Election days " and the "Fourth

of July" by the sturdy men described by the Doctor,

and one is refreshed anew by memory of the delicious

punch so kindly dispensed by those robust players, to

all the small boys at those grand holiday games.

The individuality of the Doctor's portraits must de-

light those who remember the men he portrays, and

the pictures of " Deacon Seth Terry, Uncle Nat. Good-

win, Robert Turner and Capen," must make some old

men smile again. One of these Capens was a great

horseman and a kind of crank (with larger sense than

many not such), and seemed to the boys more than

half Centaur, as he dashed over the streets with his

rampant steeds. The tones of his famous Jew's harp,

too, which (like the harp of David) soothed his fren-

zies, again sound on the ear, as one recalls the music

he drew from it with wonderful power. All who ever

went " Up Neck" should be grateful to the Doctor for
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his book, and it may well serve as a model for any

neighborhood history.

We are also this year indebted for the twelfth volume

of " The American and Oriental Journal," to the lib-

erality and Q:enerous aims of its conductor.

From Charles W. Darling, secretary of the Oneida

Historical Society, we have received a pamphlet en-

titled " Memorial of My Honored Kindred," with bio-

gra{)hical sketches of various individuals and families,

among whom are the Chauncy, Dana, Darling, Davis,

Ely, Haines, Pierpont, Noyes and Harbackenden fam-

ilies, together with a pedigree of the latter (in a phto-

gravure fac-simile of the original) prepared by Rev.

Henry Jones, of Bridgeport, Conn., and brought down
to Mabel Harbackenden, wife of Governor Haynes
(born September, 1614).

To Curtis C. Gardner the Society is indebted for

the " Memorial of Lion Gardiner and His Descend-

ants ;

" large 8vo., pp. 170, A. D. 1890, and also for

" The Papers and Biography of Lion Gardiner," 1599-

1663 ;
4to, pp. 106.

These interesting volumes, with various maps and

illustrations, have been prepared by their well-known

author, with studious care and that conscientious re-

gard for historic truth which seems to characterize his

investigations. His steadfast motto is: "Historical

writers should be exact." No one distinguishes more

clearly or constantly the line which divides truth and

fact from romance and vague traditions, and no one

holds that line more steadily before his readers' eyes.

According to our author and by the verdict of his-

tory. Lion Gardiner was one of Nature's noblemen, a

plain, blunt man, who made his way in the world by
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his natural force of character. Born at the close of

the sixteenth century, (1599,) he entered life during a

period of revolutions, emigrated to America in the in-

terest of Puritanism in 1634, and was himself one of

the straitest of the sect, though with a sound judg-

ment of men and things which seemed to free him

from its superstitions.

In 1660 he wrote his well-known " Relation of the

Pequot Wars."

He was a prominent figure in the earliest period

of Colonial New England: a close friend and corre-

spondent of the younger Winthrop, and associated in

his work with Fenwick and Davenport, Pynchon and

Haynes.

An engineer by profession, he became on his land-

ing at Boston the military adviser of the magistrates

as to the fortifications there. In 1635 he built for

Lords Say and Brook and for years after commanded
the fort at the mouth of Connecticut River. He par-

ticipated, with Mason, Stoughton and Underbill, in

the early Indian wars; repelled the savage Pequots

;

established the settlements and well deserves to be

honored as one of the founders of Connecticut.

He was firm in his friendships
;
patient of toil

;

courageous, yet humane; serene amidst alarms; in-

flexible in faith, and died in the latter part of 1663, at

the age of sixty-four years.

Gardiner's Island, at the eastern end of Long Island

Sound, he bought in 1639 of Wyandance, sachem of

the Montauks, between whom and himself existed a

firm friendship, unbroken even unto death. This

island has continued without interruption in the pos-

session of his descendants to the present day.
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F"rom Jonathan Russell Bullock we have received

" Incidents in the Life and Times of Stukely West-

cott, with some of his Descendants," Svo., 1886; 161

pp. and appendix.

This is a work of interest to Rhode Islanders.

Stukely Westcott is the first named of the twelve

grantees in the "initial" deed of Roger Williams to

his associates in 163S.

Thouq-ji less widelv known than some of his con-

temporaries, his name is worthy of honorable men-

tion, and the record of his life should be cherished as

a part of one of the most interesting chapters of

Rhode Island history.

Banished with Ro^er Williams from Massachusetts

Bay, he went with him to Providence. In 164S he

removed with his family to Shawomet (W^arwick),

the settlement of John Greene and Samuel Gorton

and their company, and on the 5th of June of that

year he and his two sons, Robert and Amos, were

received as inhabitants of that town, then organized

under the Parliament charter of 14 March, 1643.

On the 30th of January, 1644, while still an inhab-

itant of Providence, " Westcott bore witness, under

oath, to the outrages committed by ' the Bay' on the

first settlers of W^arwick and how their provisions and

arms were seized, their cattle killed and furniture

destroyed,—how their houses were fired and their

women and children forced to fiee in canoes to the

neighboring islands for safety, one of the men (Shot-

ten) dying from the hardships he had suffered,— (as

did also the wife of John Greene). He states also

how eight of them were taken under military guard

to Boston, in October, 1643, tried for heresy and
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blasphemy, and not on the charges upon which they

had been seized, convicted of blasphemy and sen-

tenced to hard labor in different towns through a long

winter, with iron balls upon their limbs, and if they

escaped or uttered their heresies, to be punished

with death."

No darker blot clouds the many dark pages of

Massachusetts history. The whole story of that cru-

sade of cruelty is not for this time and place. Suffice

it to say that the possession of the Narragansett

country and bay was the object at which Massachu-

setts aimed. By intrigue with petty sachems and by

treachery she overstepped her charter bounds, and

in 1643 was exercising a de facto jurisdiction over

both banks of the Pawtuxet River, while a little to

the south the island of Prudence (through Roger

Williams' imprudence) had passed into the ownership

of her governor, John Winthrop and his copartner,

Parker.* Thus only Gorton and his friends, " a for-

lorn hope," on their narrow tract of land purchased

of Mi-an-tun-no-my, between Pawtuxet and Coweset

Bay, blocked the way of Massachusetts to the accom-

plishment of her nefarious designs.

Mi-an-tun-no-my had been threatened with death

for selling Warwick to Gorton, and his murder was

accomplished in September, 1643. The great chief-

tain's blood was hardly cold when for similar reasons,

like threats were made and the same fate planned for

Gorton and his friends.

His unanimous condemnation to death by the clergy,

and his escape with life by but two civilian votes is

known to all ; and the fact that the rulers of " the Bay "

* R. I. Hist. Soc. Coll., 265.
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had no concern for justice or piety, heresy or blasphemy,

in their dealings with the men of Warwick is the clear

verdict of history, and is voiced in the unconscious

but explicit testimony of Palfrey (the apologist for

Puritan cruelties), when he declares that it was "their

resolution, their capacity for btisincss and their power
which it liad been deemed so important to subdue."*

We need not wonder at his words.

Gorton and his friends had been freed from the

balls and chains of their Massachusetts prison, but

with fresh threats of death from Winthrop if they

ever gathered their wives and children around the

ashes and blackened ruins of their former homes.

The triumph of Massachusetts seemed complete.

Yet within forty days this despised handful of men,

by a master stroke, snatched victory from defeat.!

With matchless statesmanship they induced the Nar-

rao^ansett Indians to cede the coveted Narraoransett

country to the king, and thus raised a perpetual bul-

wark against a final conquest of Rhode Island and

Providence Plantations by Massachusetts Bay.

Can we blame them that they then, as Palfrey says,

threw to those savage Puritans a new defiance, " threat-

ening them with the vengeance of the king, and of

the warlike Mohawks with 3,700 guns, should they

presume to interfere, 't

But to return now to Stukely Westcott, we may
justly say that he was ever faithful to the colony and

held many positions of honor and trust. He and his

two sons were among the earliest, in 1672, to sign the

Palfrey, X. E., II., 136.7.

t Gorton expelled from Boston, 10 Miirch, 1643. R. I. Hist. Soc. Coll., II., 149.

Deed of Narragansetts to the King, 19 April. 1644. U. I. llist. Soc. Coll., II., 158-6'^.

X Palfrey, Hist. X. E., II., 136-7. Settlement of Warwick, pp. 14, 15.
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compact binding themselves to resist the threatened

encroachments of Connecticut upon Rhode Island

territor}'.

His dauo-hter Damaris married Governor Benedict

Arnold, and his descendants were allied to nearly all

the families of prominence and distinction in the

southern part of the State.

He was born in 1592, and died at the home of his

grandson, Caleb Arnold, in January, 1677, aged

eighty-five years.

Another set of volumes, for which we are indebted

to the author, is, " The Economic and Social History

of New England, 1620-1787," by William B. Weeden,
a member of this Society.

This is one of the most comprehensive historical

works of recent date relating to New England. Its

subject and scope are peculiar in presenting the de-

tails of New England life during its first one hun-

dred and fifty years. Though extending over five gen-

erations, it yet does not cover a period greater than

that comprised within two successive human lives.

One who died at the close of this period might well

have known and had distinct personal acquaintance

with one who lived at its beginning. The develop-

ment in our history, within two such lives, probably

transcends that of any other portion of the world

within the same period of time. This fact lends a

vivid interest to a description of the sources and forces

of which such a development was the natural fruit.

Our limits forbid even a synopsis of this work, whose
" Table of Contents " covers over twenty printed pages,

and whose invaluable Index fills fifty pages more. It

reaches to every material subject which concerns that
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age—the life of the family, the society, the commerce,
the coinage, currency, and the institutions of our fa-

thers ; their food, their drink, dress and equipage;

their horticulture, agriculture and fisheries, as well as

to their views of that immaterial world which exercised

such tremendous power on their imagination and con-

science. As scarcely a subject has escaped notice, so,

through the richness of its quotations and cited au-

thorities, hardly a fact is stated for which the reader is

not offered proof. It indicates a close and minute

search into all sorts of records of the past, and thus

becomes a perfect treasury of facts, an encyclopedia

of information on almost every question which the stu-

dent of this branch of New England history can ask.

Racy touches of humor enliven its pages, while the

politics and persuasions of the writer appear to be quite

subordinated to the truth of history. The great and

little causes of the birth and evolution of New Ens;-

land, in all that has made it what it is, are here dis-

played in unusual richness of detail and force of au-

thority. There seems hardly a point of human inter-

est among the springs and sources of New England

life and action which he has not touched; hardly one

which he has not illustrated by copious evidence and

authority, and none on which he has not thrown light.

His sound judgment and experience in the conduct

of affairs has indicated many causes and influences

leading to the revolt of the colonies and to our inde-

pendence, overlooked, or unappreciated by the mere

scholar and historian, among which, in no small de-

gree, were the semi-lawlessness and half-savage inde-

pendence of the colonies, fostered by early neglect of

the mother countrv, b\' their immense distance from
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her, by their charter power to make any laws not re-

pugnant to those of England, by their customs and

navigation acts, and especially by their privateering

ventures, in which (during all times when England
was engaged in war) they were encouraged and fa-

vored to the utmost extent of law, or custom, or Brit-

ish interest by the officers of the Crown. Himself a

typical New Englander, of broad and solid views, tough

in fibre and compact in grain ; student, soldier, busi-

ness man and writer, applying thorough business hab-

its and methods to the investigation of causes and

events, his work seems to reach, with a direct and tell-

ing force, the heart and core of the object at which he

aims.

The regular work of the Library has gone on during

the year, though with some obstruction from changes

in the building, and some from the reduced space left

in the old building by the accession of every gift.

The prospective completion of the new Cabinet, to

meet the want of room for the Library, manuscripts

and collections of the Society, will demand enlarged

work and impose new cares. Few realize the extent,

variety and manifold duties of a curator in this insti-

tution. The work is not that of a technical librarian,

and the multifarious objects to which his attention is

called, the constant correspondence and interchange

of documents with all other historical societies in the

United States, demand much care and thought. There

are, besides, a multitude of genealogical and historical

inquiries, from persons in all parts of the country, to

be answered, the narrowest inquiry often calling for

the widest research. Courtesies to visitors and a large

share in the work of securing monthly lectures con-
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sume no little time. Besides all this, a watchful care

is needed over whatever concerns Rhode Island his-

tory, now that so-called histories of towns and cities,

counties and peoples are "jobbed out," with the in-

evitable result of sowing broadcast errors and falsities

of writers in the past. Truth must be put in place of

error wherever practicable ; and, in this field, your

Librarian has, during the year, done good work for the

Society and the State. It is a new class of work,

springing from new devices of the modern publisher,

but there is no work which it would be more fatal for

a society to neglect, whose prime object is historic

truth. Other demands will be made on the Society

for the better development of the history of the Col-

ony and the State, and all the material for such work

not yet in your possession, must be sought and gath-

ered into the collections of the Society. It is cheer-

ing to know that the treasures it already has in its

manuscripts, volumes and pamphlets will soon be

broutjht to lio^ht. The stimulus to investicfation, which

springs from the knowledge and accessibility of such

treasures will then be created and applied. They must

be made accessible, classified with sound judgment,

arranged, indexed and catalogued with extreme care.

The life of a writer, or student of histor}', in this Cab-

inet, must not be made wretched by ill-arrangements

or endless and unguided research; it must be illu-

mined, inspired and cheered by all the aids a society

and librarian can bestow. As the education of an in-

dividual is the work of years, and the public library is

the college of the people, so historical libraries be-

come the university of the student of history, whose

education ends onlv with his life.
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To aid his endeavors, through proper classification,

the Hbrarian should never forget that the system must

be made for the student, and not the student for the

system. The classification of absti'act subjects must

not be too mimite, neither must that of concrete sub-

jects (with which the historian has most to do), be too

general. And while in the library a "Subject Index"

must be the key to matters of investigation. Still, af-

ter all the indexes and aids that can be supplied, the

librarian himself must always remain the last resort;

and, in regard to obscure subjects of inquiry, he often

has no guide to an answer but his ready memory. It

is most obvious, therefore, that no merely perfunctory

work will accomplish what he has to do, or make your

Cabinet what it should be.

The great gift to the Society of its new building

and the enlargement of your Cabinet, thereby to be

secured, will usher in a new era in its history, and calls

on your Committee for some special consideration in

this report, not less than the books and papers them-

selves. We must remember that the building is but

a means to an end. The aims of its liberal donors lie

all beyond the structure, and will be by no means ful-

filled in its completion. In their view it is merely a

habitation, or organic home for your corporate body in

which it may work out the ends for which it was in-

stituted. In the old building the Society has of late

years been passing a kind of chrysalis state. With its

gradual orowth, its vital forces have been strainino-

against the narrow walls which have shut it in on every

side, till at last it has come to a new case and broader

covering for the living soul and working creature

within. The gift of the new building is but a tribute
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to what all see of new aspiration, new growth and new
life in the Society itself. It evidences a broader and

higher appreciation by our people of its object, its work,

and its worth. They now look to the Society as not

the mere custodian of a dead past, but as a living

worker for instruction, education and advancement in

the present. Many thoughtful men, wearied and har-

rassed by the hurried life of to-day, doubting where

the widespread corruption of public institutions and

public men is to end, welcome every reference to the

past and to the great Rhode Islanders of earlier days,

when men had the couracre of their convictions ; when,

like Roger Williams and others who followed him, they

welcomed even exile and poverty, with personal free-

dom and soul libert3% in the place of wealth, power

and political success, which are so constantly in this

day sought and won by the sacrifice of both. No
State more deeply needs, none would derive more

honor from, a philosophic, calmly-studied, and truth-

ful history, than Rhode Island. No State would be

more elevated by it in the instructed judgment of man-

kind.

Rhode Island, beyond all other States, has suffered

at the hands of historians. It may fairly be said that

the record of her principles, motives and conduct, for

the first two centuries of her existence, has been writ-

ten solely by her enemies and the children of her en-

emies. " The fathers of Massachusetts Puritanism had

eaten sour grapes and their children's teeth were set

on edge." For the false witness of the fathers the

children have been the studied apologists and un-

wearied in effort to throw a mantle over crime, cruelt\-

and shame they could not defend. The ])ity of it is
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that they have been so persistent in glossing falsehood

and obscuring truth. The leaven of misrepresenta-

tion has so pervaded the mass of history that often-

times, in these very days, men of Rhode Island, who
are zealous for her honor, have need to unlearn their

own teachings as to heroic and Christian men, on
whom they cast reproach.

At least one Massachusetts writer (lately prominent
in the Christian world of New England), has in our

day indulged in an overflow of the same evil temper
toward Rhode Island. Unparalleled acerbity has been

the portion of her cup. Only in this last generation

was an effective beginning made by Arnold, the late

accomplished President of this Society, and by Mr.

Allen, his revered successor in that office, in turning

the tide of misrepresentation, calumny and falsehood

which for 200 years had been beating upon her peo-

ple and her good name. Could their earnest lives

have been spared to write a complete and philosophic

history of the Colony and State; the one in the full

strength of manhood, the other in the deeper calm

and richer insight of maturer years, their combined

and perfected work would have been of the greatest

service to the State.

How invaluable to history and what a revelation of

the men themselves, are the collections which give

the letters of Cromwell, of Roger Williams, of John

Winthrop, Stephen Hopkins, and others, of corres-

ponding eminence and character. And what should

not the State of Rhode Island be willing to give for

similar (if not so complete) memorials of Gorton and

Greene ; of John Clarke and William Harris ; of Abra-

ham Whipple and Samuel Cranston ; of Nicholas
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Cooke and William Greene, War Governors in " the

Revolution "
; of William Ellery, co-signer, with Ste-

phen Hopkins, of the Declaration of Independence,

and the long line of worthies who, in their day, made
the history of Rhode Island and illustrated to the

world the character of the Colony and the State.

The likeness of the earthly features of most of them

has passed away, but history might yet paint their liv-

ing and breathing portraits, through their words and

deeds, and show the high aims and vigorous princi-

ples which animated their lives and in the State and

nation placed them above their fellows.

It is due to the future of Rhode Island and to her

true position in New England, to maintain the stand-

ard of the fathers; to show that not numbers, but

character, makes and enobles a State; to show how
Rhode Island may, by education and moral power,

awakening the strong individuality of her earliest

days, attain a higher plane of statesmanship than that

which has distinguished her in the past.

It is preeminently a work for this Society to recall

the past of Rhode Island, to see to it that her standard

of liberty is never lowered and that her courage, her

convictions, and holy endeavors are not degraded in

the dust of "practical politics." Even if defeat in

such a contest were assured beforehand, not even then

should the men of this little State forsake the strug-

gle, if Rhode Island has any regard for her glory, or

for her past, or for the generations to come.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM D. ELY,

Chairman.
Providence, Jan. 13, 1S91.
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ADDITIONS TO THE CABINET.

Among the additions to the Cabinet not ah*eady

mentioned are the following:

From tlie Franklin Lyceum :

1. Portrait of Daniel Webster, in Oil.

2. The Death of the Earl of Chatham. Engraved and pub-

lished May 1, 1791.

3. American Authors. Engraved and published in 1866.

4. Photograph of Abraham Lincoln, 1865.

5. Photograph of General Burnside.

6. Photographs of the Speakers in the Franklin Lyceum's 14th

Course of Lectures, 1858-59, viz. : Geo. W. Curtis, Henry W.
Bellows, Ralph "W. Emerson, George Sumner, Albert Harkness,

Wendell Phillips, Thomas Starr King, E. H. Chapin, Henry Ward
Beecher.

A life-size portrait of Rt. Rev, Thomas M. Clark, D. D., LL. D.,

painted by Martin Johnson Heade. Presented by Bishop Clark,

Engraved portrait of Washington, after painting by Stuart. Pub-

lished by Neal. Presented by Dr, F. C. Clark.

Engraved full-length portrait of Henry Clay. Presented by Royal

C. Taft.

The four following engravings, presented by Mrs. Wm. F. B.

Jackson :

1. An engraving entitled "Union,— The Constitution of the

L'nited States and its Defenders."

2. A key to the same, containing the names of twenty-three

of our leading statesmen, of whom John C. Fremont was the last

survivor.

3. A full-length portrait of Henry Clay.

4. A full-length portrait of Daniel Wel)ster, published in 1851.

Numerous illustrations of Norwegian antiquities, from the Royal

University of Kristiania, Norway.

Framed portrait of Prof. John L. Lincoln.
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S\iitistical Atlas of the United vStates, a war map and several

atlases of early date. From Mis. Elizabeth A. Shepard.

A framed photograph of the old cdurt-Iiouse. From Georf^e F.

Young.

Kate-board of the old toll-gate, kept moi'e than halfaeenturv at

Harmony Village, Glocester. From Charles A. Hubbard.

Picture of the home of the author of " The Old Oaken IJueket."

From Richmond P. Everett.

A model of the old Narragansett Church, built on Tower Hill

in 1707, and afterwards moved to Wickford, where it now stands.

From Bishop Clark.

Engraved portrait of Dr. Nathaniel Greene, LL. D. From
Henry T. Drowne.

Engraving representing the scene of the first prayer in Con^^ress.

From Joseph Jenks Smith.

Engraving of the monument to General liobert E. Lee, at Rich-

mond, Va. From Richard J. Arnold.

Photograph of the Hoyle Tavern, copied from a picture taken in

18.")7, by G. L. Hurd. Also from tin" same, picture of the same,

taken just before the building was demolished in 1890.

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY.

Among the additions to the Library, not ah"eadv

mentioned, are the following

:

Textile Fabrics of Ancient Peru. I>y William Holmes.

Earth Works of Ohio ; the circle, square and octagonal. By

Cyrus Tiiomas.

B. F. Pabodie has made his usual gift of a complete set of the

Providence Daily Journal for 1890; 8. W. Peckham, a gift of the

Newport M(.rcnrii for the same year, and Mrs. Davol has furnished

some rare Warren publications.

A portion of the library of our lamented associate, John A. How-

land, has been presented to the Society by his family.

A collection of autographs and manuscripts of various kinds has

been given by Miss Maria 31. lienedict, and a written list of the
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voters ill Providence in 1825, has been presented by Albert G.
Barton.

Annals of Trinity Church, Newport, R. I., 1890; compiled and

presented by George C. Mason.

Mary Stuart Bothwell, and the Casket Letters. By J. Watts

De Peyster.

Portrait Gallery of the New York Chamber of Commerce ; an

illustrated volume.

Works presented by Franklin P. Rice, of Worcester

:

1. A Memorial of Rev. Joseph Tuckerman.

2. The Worcester Book ; a Diary of Noteworthy Events in

Worcester, 1657-1883.

3. Dictionary of Worcester and its Vicinity.

4. Reminiscences of Cambridge and of Harvard College.

5. History of the Seal of the Worcester Society of Antiquity.

6. Discovery of a Mastodon's Remains in Northborough, Mass.

Pardon Tillinghast, the founder of the Tillinghast family in the

United States ; in MS. From C. E. Tillinghast.

Books presented by John 0. Austin :

1. Cutler Memorial and Genealogical History; containing the

names of a large proportion of the Cutlers in the United States and

Canadas. Compiled by Nahum Cutler.

2. History of Torrington, Conn., with Genealogies from its first

settlement in 1737. By Rev. vSamuel Orcutt.

3. Sears Genealogy ; the Descendants of Richard Sares (Scares)

of Yarmouth, with appendix, etc. By Samuel P. May.

4. Pre-Columbian Discovery of America by the Northmen, with

Translations from the Icelandic Sagas. By B. F. De Costa.

5. Indian Miscellany Papers, on the History, Antiquities, etc.,

of the American Aborigines ; edited by W. W. Beach.

6. Chronology of the Origin and Progress of Paper-making.

By Joel Munsell, 5th ed., Albany.

7. The Isbell Family— the Kingman Family. Some Records

0? Robert Isbell and Henry Kingman. Oswego, New York.

8. Extracts from the Diary of Christopher Marshall, kept in

Philadelphia and Lancaster during the American Revolution, 1774-

81. Edited by William Duane, Albany.
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Writings and memoranda of the lato Walter R. Dan tort li, from

his son, Charles Danforth :

1. Indian Place Names in East Hampton Town, with their prob-

able signitieation. By William Wallace Tooker, Sag Harbor, N. Y.

2. History of Louisiana from the Earliest Period. By E. X.

INIartin.

United States map, 1840. From Dr. E. C. Clark.

Minnesota in tiie Civil and Inilian War, 1801-6."). Minnesota

Historical Society.

Samuel Slater and the Early Development of the Cotton Manu-
facture in the United States. By Rev. Wm. R. Bagiiall.

Col. Alfred Napoleon Duffie and the Monument to his ]\Iemory.

By George N. Bliss. Erom Rev. F. Denison.

Pearce Genealogy. By Col. Fred. C. Pearce, Rockford, 111.

A large collection of historical works of local interest, and of

bound volumes of Providence newspapers, bequeathed by Ex-Gover-

nor Dyer.

Blake Genealogy. From the Chandler Family, Boston. (Broad-

side.)

American Ancestry ; giving the names and descent in the male

line, etc. In 5 volumes.

Pierce Genealogy, No. IV. Being the Record of the Posterity

of Captain INIichael, John and Capt. Wm. Pierce, etc. By Fred.

Clifton Pierce.

Bulhriana,, Genealogical and Biograi)hical. By James I). But-

ler.

A volume from Mrs. M. C. Warren, with various illustrations,

embracing

:

1. A Genealogy of one branch of the Warren family, 1607-

1890.

2. A Genealogy of one branch of the Conant family, l.").Sl-

1890.

3. A Genealogy of the Bogman family, 1707-1890.

4. A Genealogy of one branch ot the Morey family, 1G."31-18',I0.

The names of persons and also of various departments of our Na-

tional, State and City g(jvernmeiits, of historical societies, institutions

of learning, art and science, libraries and various business organiza-

tions, through whose liberality gifts have been made to the collections

of the Society during the year 1890, will be found in their usual

place in the proceedings.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
PUBLICATIONS.

The Committee on Publications respectfully report

that the only business done by them the past 3^ear

has been to issue the Annual Report of the Proceed-

ings of the Society for the year 1889-90, and the re-

port of the special meeting held to commemorate the

adoption by the State of Rhode Island of the Con-

stitution of the United States, the same containing

the Historical Discourse delivered on that occasion by

the President of this Society. . The whole expendi-

ture has been $293.25.

For the Committee,

E. BENJ. ANDREWS, Chairman.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
GENEALOGICAL RESEARCHES.

The Committee on Genealogical Researches re-

spectfully report that there is evidence of .much dili-

gent, though quiet work, going on among an ever-
increasing number of students. The statement in a
paper recently read before this Society, that the New
England settlers could rarely be traced beyond the sea,

has led to some researches here, and it is found that
out of nearly five hundred original comers to Rhode
Island, only fifty can be located in England.
An excellent suggestion has been made to your

Committee, namely, that an address book, alphabeti-
cally indexed, should be in the Librarian's care, for the
entry, by him, of the names of persons who are col-

lecting material for family history. It is understood
that such a book has been found very useful in another
society, by bringing into correspondence persons who
can be of mutual help. It will fall to the lot of
another committee to make mention of our late asso-

ciate on this committee, Mr. James H. Olney, but it is

hard to refrain from a tribute here to the cheerful aid

he gave, which was particularly evidenced in securing
the Root manuscript for this Society.

For the Committee,

JOHN O. AUSTIN.
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REPORTS OF THE PROCURATORS.

Report of Procurator for Newport.

Newport, R. I., Jan. i, 1891.

To the President and Members of the Rhode Island

Historical Society:

Your Procurator for the Southern District has to

report that the Newport Historical Society, as in the

past, has continued its efforts to interest the pubHc in

the work in which it is engaged, and it is pleasant to

know that its rooms, daily open to the public, are much
frequented. The contributions to its stores of papers

and documents, connected with the history of New-

port and the adjacent towns, are often of an interest-

ing character. The Natural History Society and the

Historical Society have combined their interests so far

that the rooms of the two societies connect and are

jointly under the care of Mr. R. H. Tilley, the efifi-

cient Librarian of the Historical Society. Until this

arrangement was made one could only visit the room

of the Natural History Society to inspect its collec-

tion, when open for a meeting of the Board or Cor-

poration, no provision having been made to keep it

open.
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An effort to put into book form the records of Trin-
ity Church, so frequently urged, has resulted in pub-
lishing a limited edition of "The Annals of Trinity
Church," a small quarto of 350 pages, under the au-
spices of the vestry of the church.

It is understood that a remarkably full history of the
Second Congregational Church has been prepared, af-

ter much labor, and an effort is being made to have it

put into type. The value of such a work can hardly
be overestimated, for it would tell of the struggles of
a society that dates back into the seventeenth century,
and of the labors, at a later day, of such men as Clap,'
Stiles, and others, who filled the pulpit before and af-

ter the Revolution.

Other volumes of this character might be, and should
be, prepared, giving the history of institutions of New-
port that are yet to be written up, and no doubt they
would be prepared if the cost of production was pro-
vided for.

A movement made in Massachusetts, "The Preser-
vation of Beautiful and Historic Places in Massachu-
setts," has a great deal to recommend it, not only to
the people of that State, but also to Rhode Island;
where the hand of the destroyer has already wiped out
all traces of spots that were full of interest, but which
are now nearly or quite forgotten. Here in Newport
the leveling process has been going on for a longtime,
and is likely to be continued if some such move as
that in Massachusetts is not organized at an early
day. The earthworks, once quite extensive on the
Tilley farm (on this side of the Green End Valley),
thrown up by the British, have nearly all been leveled',

bit by bit, as the land was wanted for farm purposes
;
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and in leveling, cannon balls, thrown across the valley

by the Americans, have been dug up. On the other

side of the valley (Honeyman's Hill), where the Amer-

icans were posted, there is nothing to mark the spot.

A summer residence has been built on .the site of

Fort Hamilton, an old redoubt on the south side of

the harbor (really the property of the United States,

although it is not likely that the government will ever

call for it), and only old residents can now tell ex-

actly where its lines ran.

A few years ago one would have thought that " Tel-

egraph Hill " was not likely ever to be disturbed
;

but the march of improvement in that direction—the

opening of fine roads, the developing the beauty of

the landscape, the building of villas on the adjoining

property, will lead some appreciative summer visitor,

charmed with the scenery from that elevated spot, to

make it the site of his cottage by the sea, if not se-

cured or converted into a small park. No trees or

fencing will be required, only an open space, com-

manding a superb view of the ocean and the bay, as

far up as Bristol, the paths and roads leading to it

winding through beautiful hills, picturesque rocks, and

along the indented shore.

GEO. C. MASON, Procurator.

Report From Pawtucket.

For two or three years there has been little to re-

port from Pawtucket. Nothing of importance has

taken place there worthy of record. It is not often
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that one can unearth any antiquities, or throw any

new Hght on events that took place long ago and have

been already written upon in papers read before this

Society. The traditions of Indian wars remain un-

disturbed, and the Dorr Warr is not ancient enouofh

for any historian to begin to doubt that there ever

was one. A mist is gathering over that period, how-

ever. A woman in my parish told me awhile ago that

she was born at the time of the Doin-ic War. I might

produce her as an antiquity.

But this year one would surely fail to meet the ex-

pectations of his appointment as Procurator—a term

which always reminds me of Pontius Pilate—if he

made no reference to the great event of the year in

Pawtucket, the celebration of the centenary of the in-

troduction of cotton machinery in Rhode Island and

in the United States. This was held the last week in

September, 1S90. One could have wished that it

might have been a State or New England celebration

rather than a municipal one. Perhaps on account of

the numerous industries throuo:hout the whole coun-

trv which came from the small be2:innin2: in Paw-

tucket, the celebration might have been national in-

stead of local. But that was too much to attempt. It

would have been difficult to get appropriations and the

result was an almost purely local commemoration of

Samuel Slater and his work. What he did is so well

known that it need not be repeated here. There are

two or three things, not so well known, that it may be

worth while to mention. When he came to Pawtucket

he was not twenty-two years of age. That he was so

young has never been made so prominent before. He
brouerht over the looms of Arkwri''ht and Strutt in
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his head, and thus they were not subject to duties

At the exhibition held during the centenary week, the

original machinery made by him was in operation.

Beyond anything else the great interest in the exhi-

bition was in the progress from this rude machine to

the latest product of inventive genius by its side.

Opportunity was taken to anticipate, by a little

—

no one knows how much—the centenary of Sunday

schools, at least, in. Pawtucket. Though other claims

for priority in different parts of the country exist, and

are equally strong, a tablet in St. Paul's Church states

that Samuel Slater was the founder of the first Sun-

day-school in America. But tablets, like tombstones>

are not always infallible. But his name, like that of

Robert Raikes, in England, will be forever associated

in the two countries with the beginnings of schools

on Sundays for instruction, though in England, as

here, there may have been such schools before them.

While Mr. Slater was one of the founders of St. Paul's

Church, and one of its most liberal patrons, and, for

seventeen years a warden, and represented the parish

in the Diocesan Convention, he was not at any time a

communicant of the church.

The centenary celebration passed off very well. It

lasted long enough. There seemed to be a suspen-

sion of business, and education, and religion, for the

time. Some features of the programme were peculiar

and provincial. It began with a Sunday-school pa-

rade and went on with military and civic processions,

firemen's muster, regattas and horse races, and ended

with a grand fifty cent ball. One feature was a pa-

rade, for a long time called by the local committee

and the daily papers a Mardi Gras Carnival, until it
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was pointed out that Mardi Gras was scarcely appro-

priate for a Friday in September. I think there are

many who do not yet see why. But on the whole the

Centenary was a creditable affair. The purpose of it,

the commemoration of the beginning of important in-

dustries, deserved recognition. It attracted the atten-

tion of the whole country to the great progress effected

in a hundred years in this one direction. While the

old mill is still standing, and cotton spinning is one of

the most important of the manufacturing interests of

Pawtucket, there are other places that greatly surpass

it in the number of its spindles and in the quality of

its productions. But to Pawtucket belongs the honor

of placing the first spindle and spinning the first thread

with machinery so thoroughly adapted to its purposes

that it at once gave promise of success. Other at-

tempts had been complete failures, and had been aban-

doned as unprofitable.

The holding of the celebration attracted attention

to the rapid growth of Pawtucket in population and

to the great variety of her manufactures. According

to the last census we have 27,630 people, a gain of 45
per cent, in ten years. The city is surely destined to

be a large city. She can extend her population in

every direction. She must, in time, absorb the neigh-

boring villages on the north. It is said that every-

thing that is made anywhere is made within her lim-

its, and the variety of products is astonishing to one

who thinks of Pawtucket only as the place of cotton

mills and machine shops. Where manufacturing es-

tablishments are, manufacturing establishments nat-

urally go. Pawtucket has many advantages for such

purposes. Its water power is good but is no longer



64 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

essential. Its railroad facilities will soon be very great.

The only thing that has thus far impeded progress has

been town and municipal narrowness. There has

been a strange want of foresight. While other towns

have offered privileges in grants of land or freedom

from taxation for a term of years, the policy has been

to have such restrictive legislation that it has prevented

the natural growth of the community. It is well

known that some large business enterprises would

have been located here if there had been anv Sfen-

erous arrangement. They went elsewhere. What are

called the plains, over toward Seekonk, have been ad-

mirably suited for manufacturing purposes, such as

shoe factories, but no advances were made by the au-

thorities, no advances were received with welcome.

New counsels are prevailing. Railroads are opening

up the central part of the town. The 'plains will be

utilized. They have been wholly unprofitable hereto-

fore, particularly to owners of house lots, who bought

land in a boom, twenty years ago, and have not been

able to give it away since. Soon there will be four

tracks on the Old Colony road, a line to Providence

on each side of it—electric cars besides. Attleboro

will soon be united b}- electric cars to Pawtucket and

Providence.

Washington street, Boston, leads directly to Paw.

tucket, and is known by that name all the way, a sign

board within the limits of our city so designates it.

Pawtucket people go to Boston that way on bicycles,

and Boston people—tramps—come that way to us,

so the social relations between the two cities are con-

stantly maintained. The growth of Pawtucket as a

business and railroad centre is assured.
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The future Procurators of Pawtucket may have

much to tell of material progress and more and steady

increase in population and importance among the

cities of New England, of which it is a typical repre-

sentative.

One thino- more must be mentioned. In the new
life that has come to Brown University Pawtucket has

been brought very near to Providence by the action

of University Extension. We already seem to breathe

the academic air. We are not so given up to manu-

factures that we have no love, nor taste, nor capacity

for anything else. We have only been waiting for an

opportunity to become a college town to add to our

material advantages the refinements of civilization,

which we have sorely lacked, but which we have craved

as essential to intelligent citizenship.

Respectfully submitted,

E. H. PORTER.
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE

INCREASED ACCOMMODATIONS.

To THE Rhode Island Historical Society:

At the quarterly meeting of the Society, held July

3, 1883, Messrs. Isaac H. Southwick, Royal C. Taft,

Rowland Hazard, William Goddard, Henry J. Steere

and Alfred Stone, were appointed a committee " to

consider the matter of increasing the accommodations

of the Society, either by addition to the north end of

the Cabinet or by such other means as may seem to

them advisable ; to obtain plans and estimates of the

cost of the same, and report at a future meeting," and

at the annual meeting, held January 8, 1884, the Com-
mittee presented plans which were unanimously

adopted by the Society, and the Committee was au-

thorized to raise the requisite funds and then to make
the improvements recommended.

The first subscription of $1,000 came from the late

Rowland G. Hazard, of Peacedale, and was followed

by others until the sums subscribed amounted on Jan-

uary 4, 1890, to $14,000, and to date to $15,800,

which, with interest added, makes the total available

sum for the use of the Committee $16,115.93.

The Committee wish to put on record the obliga-

tions which the Society is under to its late President,
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Professor William Gammell, whose deep interest in

the Society was shown in many ways, and not the least

in the active part which he took in raising the money

for building the addition to the Cabinet ; contributing

liberally of his own money and inducing others to do

the same, and among the last matters which received

his active interest was the work connected with the

promotion of this undertaking, and we believe that he

would be amono: those most interested had he been

spared to see its completion ; and also to the Hon.

Amos Perry, for the interest shown by him in helping

on this important improvement.

At the quarterly meeting of the Society, held April

2, 1889, after an explanation of the plans which had

been reported and adopted at the ailnual meeting in

1884, on motion of Rev. Dr. Samuel L. Caldwell, it

was voted "That the Society express its approval of

the plan in general, and that the Committee be in-

structed to perfect the same and present it at a special

meeting to be called for the purpose."

The Committee reported at a special meeting, held

June 5, 1889, and, upon motion of Dr. Caldwell, it was

unanimously "-Resolved, That the Committee be in-

structed to obtain estimates and proposals for the

addition to the present building, in accordance with

the plan submitted by them, and proceed to its con-

struction as soon as practicable."

In accordance with the instructions contained in the

above resolution, the Committee made a contract with

Mr. Jeremiah W. Dornsife, on the 2d day of August,

1889, to erect the building ready to receive the book-

cases and other furnishings, and the inside finish for
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the sum of $14,000. Subsequent contracts were made
with Mr. Dornsife to put a new copper cornice on the

old building and to take off the shingles and re-board

and tin the roof, and to repair the plastering, and, with

the Worcester Steam Heating Company, to put in a

steam-heating plant to heat both the old and new por-

tions of the building; with William G. Heath & Com-
pany to put gas-pipes into the dome of the Art room

;

with the Boston Electric Company to put in a system

for lighting the dome lights by electricity ; with Mr.

Freeborn Coggeshall to put in pipes and registers for

ventilating the old cabinet; with Mr. John R.Shirley

for gas brackets around the dome, who made a liberal

discount when he presented his bill as a donation to

the Society ; and with Mr. George Campbell, who pre-

sented the wire screens for the basement windows on

Prospect Alley.

In making this our final report we wish to bear tes-

timony to the faithful and thorough manner in which

Mr. J. W. Dornsife has fulfilled his contract, and the

care which he has exercised in the execution of the

work. Owing to misfortunes which have overtaken

him, the work has not been completed as soon as was

contemplated, but the delays have added to the qual-

ity of the work by giving every part of the building

ample time to dr)' and season, thus leaving the build-

ing in excellent condition for finishing and furnishing.

The work under these contracts has been completed

and the new part of the building is now ready to be

connected with the present cabinet, and is in condi.

tion to receive the book-cases, floors, stairs, and other

inside finish to make it ready for use.



REPORT ON INCREASED ACCOMMODATIONS. 69

The amount of money expended is $i5'979 ^9

Leavins: a balance in the hands of the

Treasurer of . • •
• $13^ 74

Appended to this report will be found a memoran-

dum of the bills which have been allowed and ap-

proved by the Committee.

It will be noticed that the Architects, Messrs. Stone,

Carpenter and Wilson, have not been paid anything

for their services, as they have not yet made any call

for the same. They do not feel able to contribute the

whole amount to the Society, but desire to contribute

$400, of their customary fee of five per cent., which

would amount to $810, and leave a balance due to

them of $410.

Since the Committee was appointed, the death of

Mr. Henry J. Steere caused a vacancy, which has been

filled by the appointment of Mr. Isaac C. Bates.

Respectfully submitted,

ISAAC H. SOUTHWICK,
ROYAL C. TAFT,
ALRED STONE,
ISAAC C. BATES.

Rhode Island Historical Society.

Memorandum of payments ordered by Stone, Carpenter and Wil-

son, and approved by the Committee :

1889.

Au*'. 30. W. II. G. Temple, staking out and survey-

;„., . . . 811 00

Oct. 12. J. W. Dornsife, 1st payment, . . 3,000 00

Nov. 11. - 2d "
. .

1,000 00

27. '' 3d ''
. 1.000 00

Dee, 17. ' 4th " on account, 1,400 00



1890
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REPORT ON INDIAN NAMES

RHODE ISLAND.

The Committee on Rhode Island Geographical and

Historic Names in the Indian Lansfuasfc bee: leave to

report

:

That several meetings have been holdcn, and a cir-

cular printed and sent to prominent individuals in

every town in the State, inviting aid and co-operation

in the work of the Committee, to which quite a num-
ber of favorable responses have been received. Yoyr
Committee have also conferred by letter with Cana-

dian authorities, engaged in a corresponding work,

and have received the proceedings of the Dominion
Land Surveyors Association,—a pamphlet giving in

detail the views and conclusions of that Society upon
the same questions, relating to Indian names and

places within the borders of the British North Ameri-

can tribes.

Your Committee have also examined the Treatises

of Mr. Gibbs, of the United States, published in 1S63

by the Smithsonian Institute, and the more elaborate

work of Major J. W. Powell, published in 18S0, both

of which are justly recognized as high authority by

the Executive Committee of the Canadian Associa-

tion.



72 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

They find also that the Royal Geographical Society

adopted (in 1885) a series of rules in reference to the

orthography of Indian geographical names. It also,

appears that the Geographical Society of Paris (about

1886) adopted practically the same rules for orthogra-

phy, and that the alphabets recommended by both So-

cieties are nearly the same with Gibbs' standard

alphabet, published by the Smithsonian Institute in

1863, and with the more elaborate work of Major J.

W. Powell, published as an " Introduction to the Study

of Indian Languages " by the Smithsonian Institute

in 1880.

The great obstacle which has prevented harmony

and uniformity in the writing and pronunciation of

Indian names has been the fact that the Indian lan-

guages are phonetic languages, and made more dilTfi-

cult from their polysynthetic nature. Their words and

names of places, persons and things are often so com-

pounded of many simpler terms, as to present for-

midable obstacles to their pronunciation, writing and

spelling by English scholars, as well as by the com-

mon people who settled the colonies. Roger Wil-

liams, who first began to bring the languages of the

Narragansetts to book, and compiled a glossary or key

to the language of the Nations of New England, often

found himself at a loss in the pronouncing and spell-

ing (if we can trust the printed works), writing the

most prominent names, sometimes in one way and at

other times in another.

This is almost inevitable in any new savage tongue,

whose sounds are to be reduced to syllables and words,

involving, as it does in its first essay, often the appre-

hension of strange sounds, which will vary to differ-
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ent ears at the same time, and to the same ears at

different times, or as uttered by different persons.

Dr. Trumbull, indeed, goes so far as to make the

broad statement that in the seventeenth century Eng-
lish spelling was unsettled and capricious. Every

clerk of record was absolutely a law unto himself, and

English words may be found spelt in three or four dif-

ent ways on the same page in the early colonial re-

cords. Hence, of course, no uniformity in the spelling

of Indian names was to be expected.

In addition to this, errors of the ear must be taken

into the account, and the natural disposition to put

easy sounds in place of those unusual or difficult.

He adds that now comparatively few Indian names
can be analyzed, or interpreted with certainty, though

two centuries ago most of them might have been.

On account of these difficulties, simplicity of method
and a degree of harmony with societies engaged in

the same work is important, independently of other

considerations. When a number of societies of high

standing have entered on a work of this character it

seems obvious that rules adopted by us should not

be discordant with rules (not unscientific) already

adopted and recognized by such organizations for their

own guidance, so far as applicable in each case.

On this point there is no difference of opinion on

the part of your Committee; and they have proposed

for their own direction a few general rules, which seem
in all vital points to be in harmony with those of all

the Associations.*

These principal rules, applicable to our own situa-

ation, are in substance as follows, viz.:

* See Bardlier's Archxological Review for October-November, iStjo.
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I. In case of conflicting names for the same person

or thing, the determining rule should be that of priority.

Priority has always been recognized in Geography

;

has been lately affirmed by a Congress in Geology ; it

is the fixed rule in Botany, and is generally now ac-

knowledged in systematic science.

II. That in writing Indian names, etc., the syllabic

system by hyphens should be adhered to, as " Cau-tan-

tow-wit " (the great God of the Narragansetts), except

only in continuous text.

III. All Indian names should be spelt, as near as

may be, according to their sound.

IV. One accent only, the acute, to be used to de-

note the syllable on which stress is laid.

V. Every letter is to be pronounced.

VI. As exceptions to the general rule, Indian

words too long, or unpronouncable, may be avoided \

but words which by long usage have become familiar

to English eyes and ears, or fixed by general and uni-

form adoption in published works, should be written

as heretofore. This rule is particularly applicable in

the case of many, if not most Rhode Island names,

and must to a material degree control the action of

your committee in their recommendations. The ar-

bitrary rule sometimes adopted, of applying to the

vowels their continental instead of their English sounds,

your Committee do not deem it advisable to adopt in

this case, for several reasons

:

(i.) The names being originally phonetic, the

sounds of the vowels adopted by Roger Williams and

others to express the sound of the names were un-

questionably their English sounds, and nearer to the

oriq-inal and true sounds than anv modification we can

now devise.
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(2.) Tlie territory over whicli the inquiry of this

Society extends and over which the application of any

rule adopted by us would apply, is one of very limited

extent, and covers practically that of but one language

or dialect of the Indian tongues—the Narragansett.

(3.) The general sounds and pronunciation of the

names in question have been to a considerable extent

settled in Rhode Island by general usage, according

to the English sounds of the letters, in the last 250

years. This case falls naturally therefore, under the

exceptions established by rule six.

While west of the Mississippi there are now spoken

by North American Indians more than 500 distinct

and living Indian languages, of sevent}^ distinct stocks

or families, that of the Narragansetts has been for

generations past a dead language.* There are no In-

dians or others who speak or write, or ever will speak

it. The tribe or nation is absolutely extinct, and

usage—the law of languages—would be violated by a

careless or conspicuous departure from uniform and

established modes of spelling or writing our Indian

names; though as a matter of fact there is and always

has been, from Roger Williams down, much variety in

minute details in the spelling of the same names, even

by the same persons. The name of Mi-an-tun-no-my

for example is spelt in more than twenty different

ways, while practically under either form no one would

fail to recognize the identity of the name. It is for

this reason that the duty of your Committee in this

respect concerns mainly the fixing as far as possible

in minor particulars, the most proper form and mode
of spelling Indian names, in the interest of harmony

*J. \V. Powell, Smithsonian Coll., vol. vii., iSSo.
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and uniformity in all works, geographical, historical or

literary, in which there is occasion for their use. To
such an end the rules and principles laid down will, it

is thought, be in substance a safe guide. They are

simple in character, few in number, and clear in appli-

cation, 3^et sufificient to aid the present or any future

Committee in unifying the different forms of promi-

nent Indian names, while recourse must be had to

professional linguists and philologists in most cases

to ascertain their siijnification.

It is in this connection encouraging to find that pub-

lic and private attention is being more and more turned

to this matter of Indian names. Earnest inquiries as

to their meaning are becoming more and more nu-

merous, while linguists are more than ever applying

scientific methods to develop the structure and signifi-

cation of these savao-e tonoues.

Ethnological studies of Indian tribes and nations

are day by day assuming new importance and promi-

nence with scholars of history, and in the elucidation

of these studies their languages play a most important

part.

Even in the " Brooklyn Daily Eagle Almanac " for

1890 w^e find five closely printed columns of " Indian

Place Names on Long Island," with the meaning or

signification of the names appended to each. This

fact is valuable also as suggesting a method of reach-

ing the same result in Rhode Island, and, to a certain

extent, in an economical way.

Printed lists of names on the margin of a sheet,

with blank spaces annexed, in which their various

meanings as understood could be written, might be

sent out to the most competent persons in each differ-
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ent district and locality, to be filled up to the best of

their knowledo'e. Thus we mierht 2:ather together

the understood current local meanings of local names,

as handed down from generation to generation, from

the ori^rinal settlers on the "round.O O
Scarcely a village, we think, could be found without

some traditional meaning attached to the names of

particular and various localities. These would greatly

simplify the work of any expert linguist in revising

these names and varying their original signification.

Attention must also be called to the index of the

State Census of 1S85, where may be found (p. 637) a

list of nearly 200 local Indian names known, and

more or less in use in the respective towns and villages

of the State.

The historical summary of that work (pp. 11-68)

points out also many localities and objects to which

these names were respectively applied and gives the

signification of some.

To discover the meaning and application of all, is

not to be expected at this late day, but the inquiry

opens up an interesting branch of local history which

may richly repay thorough research.

To the able compiler of the census, your own secre-

tary, we owe much for the forethought and care which,

by preserving and locating so many Indian names,

has facilitated further research.

Your Committee would further suggest that an ap-

peal be made to the State Board of Education to aid

the prosecution of these inquiries, through the School

Commissioner, the Superintendents, and the teachers

of the schools in the several towns and school districts

of the State.
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This is the more important as the work is one in

which the youngest children can well cooperate, and

would doubtless do so quite efficientl}', by persistent

inquiry of parents and friends, as soon as their interest

was once awakened, through their teachers, to find out

the real and original meaning of their neighborhood

Indian names.

It has been well said, and the student of History

must bear in mind, that " The scientific study of lan-

Qfuasfes is of modern date."

It has quite recently been found that " Language

is the principal means of Ethnological investigation

and of tracing out the deeds and fates of men during

the pre-historic ages. Language determines the rela-

tionship of nations, and tells us what can be obtained

in no other way respecting their moral and intellectual

character and the growth of their civilization."

In fact, "As a branch of the study of human his-

tory, linguistic science embraces the whole race. The
dialect of the lowliest as well as of the highest races

is its care."

These are the great truths which dignify even this

limited inquiry on the part of the Society, an object

it has held up for investigation from the very earliest

years of its existence.

Your Committee, in conclusion, would call the atten-

tion of the Society to the fact that no appropriation

whatever has been made available for the use of the

Committee, and also to the fact that any sufficient in-

vestigation as to the meanings of the Indian names

scattered over every locality in the State will require a

Sfreat amount of labor and time, and can never beo



REPORT ON INDIAN NAMES IN RHODE ISLAND. 79

finall}^ accomplished except through the aid of learned

experts in the Indian language, of whom in all New
England there are now scarcely a half dozen to be

found. Of the necessity and favorable disposition of

the Society to make some appropriation for this work,

your Committee are assured.

What appropriation the Society will feel able to

make at the present time is a question for your best

judgment to determine.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM D. "EU^, for the Coimitittee.

Providence, 13 January, 1891.

Note.—Bureau oj Ethnology

.

—As this report was going to press, a verv important

article, by Major J. W. Powell, on " The Study of Indian Languages" was published in

" Science," New York, February 6, 1S91.

This article embodies the rules and classification of the Bureau of Ethnology, and the

rule of priority in respect to names has been definitely adopted. It is also stated that as

Linn^us is to be regarded as the founder of biological classification, so Gallatin mav be

considered the founder of systematic philology relating to the North American Indians.

Gallatin's work, " Synopsis of Indian Tribes," which appeared in " The Transactions of
the American Antiquarian Society " in 1S36, has therefore been taken as the starting

point, back of which, as to any author of anterior date, the law oi priority relating to the

nomenclature of the systematic philology of the North American tribes shall not extend.

Eight fundamental rules, conforming to the principles laid down, have also been formu-
lated, and are stated as a basis for all future work.

A list ot fifty-eight linguistic families or stocks, alphabetically arranged, is also given,

with a general statement of the habitat of each.

These comprise all the stocks or families of North American Indians north of Mexico,
and in this new classification all the names of families are distinguished by the termina-
tion " an" or " ian."

The second name in the list is the " Algonquian" " of the North Atlantic seaboard and
West, through the Northern States, Lake region and Canada to the Rocky Mountains."
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GASPEE DOCUMENTS.

The following copies of documents in the Public

Record Office in London, relating to the affair of the

Gaspee, were obtained by Prof. J. Franklin Jameson,

in October, 1890, through the kindness of W. Noel

Sainsbury, Esq., of that office

:

[Public Record Office, North America, Admirals, 1771-77. O.]

1. Lieutenant Dudingston to Admiral Montagu.

Gaspee, Rhode Island, |

24tli March, 1772.
j

Sir:

I came in here the 22tKl, the same day received your letter of

the 24th ult. relative to the Sloop, expected from Eseqiiibo, and shall

not fail to keep a good look out for her.

Enclosed is Copys of letters received from the Governor. I have

given him all the satisfaction as to the establishment of the Schooner

such as showing him my orders from the Admiralty and your first

order to put myself under your command and a deputation from the

Commissioners of the Customs, but would not any instructions or

orders I have from you ; This I did that they might not plead they

were ignorant she belonged to the King, as they talked of fitting and

arming a Vessel to prevent my carrying any seizure to Boston, two

or three writs are now ready to be served on me on that account.

Nor dare T send a boat on shore Avith safety, every invention of in-

famous lies calculated to inflaim the Country is put in the News
Papers. As I have done my duty strictly and in the most tender

manner I fear not but I shall meet with your approbation. I shall
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retiiri) licre in a fortnight to call tor any orders as I liave but 5

weeks provision on board, enclosed is the state and condition of His

Majesty's Schooner.

I am,

Sir,

Yours &.C.

W. DUDINGSTON.
Admiral Montajru.

2. Admiral Montngu to Philip Stephens, Secretary to the Admiralty.

[extract.]

Boston, 12th June. 1772.

Sir :

By Captain Squire of the Bonetta, I send these dispatches to in-

form their Lordships of the melancholy accident which has befallen

the Gaspee Schooner under the command of Lieut : Dudingston who

was laving at sinjrle anchor in Providence River in Rhode Island

Government for the protection of the Trade, and to prevent smug-

gling and was attacked by a number of Boats full of armed men in

the night for morning) of the lOth June (as you will see by the en-

closed deposition) and by force of arms took possession of her, hav-

ing wounded her Commander with musquet ball in the Groin, and

left Arm, of which wounds he now lays so dangerously ill, that his

recovery is exceedingly doubtful, they were not content with this vile

piratical step, but also used the People ill by pinioning of them, and

the tumbling them into the Boats and sent them ashore in two di-

visions, after which they burnt the Schooner. The inclosed deposi-

tion Avill inform their Ld'ps more pai-ticularly to which I beg leave to

refer them, and I shall wait their directions for my proceedings. I

desire you will inform their Ld'ps that I have sent a Copy of the en-

closed deposition to Governor Wanton of Rhode Island by Express

and have prayed his assistance in apprehending and bringing the of-

fenders to Justice, but as the Inhabitants of Rhode Island in gen-

eral, are a set of lawless, piratical people, and whose whole business

is that of smuggling and defrauiling the King of his duties I cannot

expect any satisfaction from that letter. I must beg leave to assure
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their Lordships that Lieutenant Diidingston has always daring my
Command discharged his duty with the strongest marks which dis-

tinguishes the brave, diligent and good Officer, and if he recovers

these wounds (which at present I am very doubtful of) I think my-
self in justice to his merit obliged to recommend him to their Lord-

ships future favours.

[The deposition enclosed is that of William Dick-

inson, already printed in J. R. Bartlett's History of
the Destrtiction of the Gaspee, pp. 30-32, and Staples'

Documentary History, pp. 1 2-1 3.]

5. Admiral Montagu to the Secretary to the Admiralty,

[extract.]

Boston, 30th June, 1772.

Sir:

By the Lydia Hall a Merchant ship bound to London, I transmit

you duplicates of my dispatches by Captain Squire of the Bonetta,

who sailed the 12th inst. I also herewith send you a copy of a letter

Avhich I have received from Lieut : Dudingston likewise an extract

of a letter to the Commissioner of the Customs by which their Ld'ps

will see with what severity these piratical people have used him.

In my hurry to dispatch the Bonetta, I had forgot to desire you

would be pleased to move their Lordships to know if it is their

pleasure that the Gaspee should be replaced by purchasing another

Schooner.

[Dudingston's letter is here omitted, having been

already printed in Bartlett, pp. 34-35, and in Staples,

pp. 14-15.]
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4. Admiral Montagu to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

[extkact.]

Boston, 11th July, 1772.

Sir :

You will be pleased to inform their Ld'ps that the 7th inst : in the

evening I received an Express from Captain Linzee from Rhode

Island, informing me he had discovered, and detained an indentured

Black servant wlio was in one of the Boats that boarded the Gaspee

Schooner, that one of the men now on board the Beaver (late of the

Gaspee) remembered the man the moment he saw him. By i-eturri

of the Express I wrote Governor Wanton, and inclosed him an ac-

count of what Captain Linzee had related, and a copy of the Negro

man's deposition, and beg'd that he would exert himself as a prin-

cipal Officer of the Crown, and use his utmost endeavour to cause

the men mentioned in the Deposition inclosed to him to be appre-

hended that the King may have justice done for the insult shewn to

his Flag by the piratical people of his Government. I have ordered

the Negro to be kept prisoner and flatter myself I shall be able in a

little time to inform their Lordsliips of some of the Ringleaders being

taken if the Governor will assist me as he ought. I find by Gov-

ernor Hutchinson that Potter is one of the principal persons of that

Province, and that the other two are substantial people at Provi-

dence. Inclosed I transmit you a copy of the Deposition of the

Negro man now in Custody on board the Swan.

[This deposition of Aaron Briggs is printed in Bart-

lett, pp. 41-42, and in Staples, p. 17.]

3. Admiral Montagu to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

[extkact.]

Boston, 2nd Septr. 1772.

Siu

:

I have sent Lieutenant Dudingston home to be tried, not having

ships sufficient to assemble a Court Martial. I must beg leave to
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recommend him to their Lordships, and doubt not but they will take

his unhappy state into consideration. He is deprived of the use of

one arm, and has now a ball in his thigh, besides which he lost

everything he was worth in the world except the shirt he had on his

back together with his books and papers relative to the Schooner,

and from the time of the Schooners being burnt to his being removed

on board the Beaver the expense to his Doctors &c are more than he

is able to support and which I hope their Lordships will be pleased to

allow him. . . .

You will be pleased to acquaint their Ld'ps I have used every method

in my power to apprehend the people concerned in burning the Gas-

pee, but to no eifect, or do I see any probability of ever doing it

from any assistance I may receive from Governor Wanton. Inclosed

I send you a letter from Mr. Dudley Collector at Rhode Island and

leave their Lordships to make what use of it they please.

6. Charles Dudley to Admiral 3Iontagu.

[extract.]

Rhode Island, 23rd July 1772.

I shall first of all premise that the attack upon the Gaspee was not

the effect of sudden passion and resentment, but of cool deliberation

and forethought ; her local circumstances at the time she was burnt

did not raise the first motive to that enormous Act ; it had been long

determin'd she should be destroyed.

The paragraph in the inclosed News Paper under the Newport

head, was the prelude to the diabolical scene which foUow'd. I dare

appeal to every candid man in this country if he did not see it in that

light. The next public step was a Memorial or Petition from the

Merchants in Providence first laid before the Superior Court of Judi-

cature then sitting in that Tow'n, and afterwards before the Gov-

ernor, praying that the Commander of an armed Vessell then cruiz-

ing in the Bay should be called upon by the Civil Authority to know

by what power he was authorized to search ships and other Vessells

on the high seas, tho' it was notorious that the arm'd Vessell in ques-

tion sailed under British Colours and belonged to His Britannic Maj-

esty : what followed in consequence of this Memorial I shall forbear

to mention, as I have understood that whole transaction has been

already canvassed between you and the Chief Magistrate.
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These in my humble opinion are the two grand points on which a

discovery must turn corroborating evidence of respectable men will

not be wanting, to prove that this insult on His Majesty's Crown and

Dignity was begun in the most public and open manner nor will you

want good testimony to show, that tiie intention was spoke of many

days before the Event.

If Admiral Montagu will interest himself in promoting an enquiry

into these things, not under tlie iiifluenee of a Governor and Company

of Rhode Island, but under tlie liigli authority of a British Senate:

I will be bold to say that the destroyers of the Gaspee and the bar-

barous assassins of Lieut. Duddingston will be brought to light.

Let the Printer of the Newport Mercury be called to account for the

paragrapii I have herein pointed at ; let the Governor be required to

lay before His Majesty's Secretary of State all Papers, Memorials or

Petitions relating to the Schooner Gaspee, and you will no longer

have doubts of what I have said before in this letter, that the Gov-

ernment of Rhode Island bears no resemblance to any other Govern-

ment under the Crown of England.

I am with very great respect,

Sir,

Your most obedient

humble servant

CHAS. DUDLEY.

[A part of this has been printed in Bartlett's Doc-

uments, p. 40, where is also given a paragraph not

contained in the above, relating to an article in the

Newport Mercury of February 24th.]

[Public Record Office, Court Martials, No. 46.]

7. At a Court Martial Assembled on board His Majesty's Ship

Centaur in Portsmouth Harbour on the fourteenth day of Oc-

tober 1772.

Present

Captain Edward Jekvll President.

Capt. Rich: Hughes Junr. Capt. Thos, Collingwood

John Wheelock George Balfour

John Bentinck Richard King

Charles Douglas Henry Davis.
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The Court pursuant to an Order from the Right hon'''^ Lords

Comissioners of the Admiralty dated the seventh day of October

instant directed to Captain Edward Jekyll Commander of His Maj-

esty's ship Egmont and now senior Captain of His Majesty's ships

and Vessels at Portsmouth proceeded to enquire into the loss of His

Majesty's Schooner Gaspee in Providence River Rhode Island on

the 10th day of June last and to try Lieut. Dudinjrston together with

such of the Officers and People as belonged to her at the time and

are returned to England in His Majesty's Sloop Beaver for their

conduct upon that occasion, and having heard the witnesses exam-

ined and finished the enquiry and maturely and deliberately weighed

and considered the whole the Court is of opinion that the Schooner

was seized in the night time by a number of armed men in Boats

who burnt her, that Lieut : Dudingston and the Officers and People

belonging to her did their duty in opposing the seizure to the utmost

of their power on so short a notice. The Court doth therefore ad-

judge them to be honourably acquitted and they are hereby so ac-

quitted accordingly.

EDWD. JEKYLL
R. HUGHES JUNR.
THOS. COLLINGWOOD
JOHN WHEELOCK
GEO: BALFOUR
J. BENTINCK
R. KING
CHS. DOUGLAS
HEN: DAVIS.

THOS. BINSTEED
Deputy Judge Advocate.

8. Minutes of a Court Martial assembled on Board His Majesty's

ship Centaur in Fortsmouth Harbour on the fourteenth day of

October 1772.

Present

Captain Edward Jekyll President

Captn. Richard Hughes Junr. Captn. Thos. Collingwood
John Wheelock George Balfour
John Bentinck Richard King
Charles Douglas Henry Davis.
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Appeared

Wm. Dl'DDIXGSTON Lieut : and Commander of His Majesty's late

Schooner Gaspee.

Wm. Dickinson—Midshipman

.

John Johnson—Boatswain's Mate.

Thomas Paku, Euw. Pullibeck and Bartw, Chivers Seamen.

Audience admitted.

The Order of the Right hon'''" Lords Coinissioners of the Ad-

miralty dated the seventh day of October instant directed to Cap-

tain Edward Jekyll Commander of His Majesty's ship Egraont and

now senior Captain of His Majesty's ships and Vessells at Ports-

mouth for assembling a Court Martial to enquire into the loss of His

Majesty's ship Gaspee in Providence River Rliode Island on the tenth

day of June last, and to try Lieutenant Dudingston together with

such of the Officers and People who belonged to her at the time and

are returned to England in His Majesty's Sloop Beaver, for their

conduct upon that occasion was read.

The members of the Court and Deputy Judge Advocate, then in

open Court and before they proceeded to trial, respectively took the

several oaths enjoined and directed by an Act of Parliament made

and passed in the twenty second year of the reign of our late Sov-

ereign Lord George the second entitled " An Act for amending, ex-

plaining aud reducing into one Act of Parliament the Laws relating

to the Government of his Majesty's Ships, Vessells and Forces by

Sea." Lieut: Dudingston was then acquainted by the Court that it

was incumbent on him to answer to the Court for the loss of His

Majesty's Schooner the Gaspee under ins command. On which he

delivered in a narrative marked with the letter A* which was read,

and is hereto annexed.

He then desired that Bartholomew Chivers and Mr. Dickinson

might be sworn to support the narrative.

Bartholomew Chivers, Seaman, sworn.

Q. Was you Centinel on the Quarter Deck when the Gaspee was

lost ?

A. I was.

See i>ost, No. U.
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Q. At what hour?

A. Three quarters after twelve at night.

Q. Relate the circumstances to the Court.

A. I saw four or five Boats coming from the Shore. I hailed

them but had no answer, I tried to fire but the Musquet snapt six or

seven times. I acquainted the Captain and Midshipman of it, 1 took

the People at first for rocks the Captain came on Deck in his shirt he

went forward to the Starboard side fore chains. I hailed them again

tbey answered G—d d n your blood we have you now. The

Schooner was aground they came alongside the ^^Captain' called for

matches but could get none, he called for Arms but the Arm Chest

Avas lockt, the Captain ordered all hands to be called the Captain

ordei'ed the Boats to keep off, and kept striking with his Hanger to

keep them off, and he threatened to fire into them, they cursed and

swore they would come on board, they then fired a musquet at the

Captain and wounded him, the Captain went off, the people from the

Boats got into the Vessell so fast as they could, they told the People

they should not come up the Skuttle, they then said d n them let

them come up, and we will do for them, they drove them down the

Hatchway and took possession of the Vessel, swore they would burn

the Schooner and put us all to death, they ordered the Crew up one

by one and pinioned them, put us into the Boat and carried us ashore,

they released me to assist the Captain.

Q. How many Boats ?

A. There were many boats, about five or six boats, they said

about eight or nine.

Q. How many men?

A. About two hundred.

Q. How many had you on board?

A. About nineteen persons, the Master and four men were gone

on duty to Boston with a Vessel which we had seized.

"William Dickinson, Midshipman, sworn.

Q. Relate what you know of the loss of the Gaspee Schooner.

A. About half past twelve on the eleventh of June the Centinal

came down and made an alarm that there were a number of boats

coming down the river. Mr. Dudingston was going in his shirt on

Deck, I was close to him he told me to go back and get the Keys of

the Arm Chest which were in the Cabin, I went on Deck, opened the

Chest, and threw some Arms on Deck, I took up one and fired it, the



GASPEE DOCUMENTS. 89

l)oats were then about forty or fifty yards from the Quarter Deck, I

went forward and saw Mr. Dndingston striking a person coming into

the Chains with his Hanger, there were pistols fired from us, I don't

know how many, the fire was not returned from the Boats, and Mr.

Dickinson [Dndingston] was shot, they tlien came on board us, and

I saw them beating two of our People down the Skuttle, Mr. Dick-

inson [Dndingston] went aft, and I stood by him, our other People

were driven down.

Then the witness referred for what passed on the Deck to the dep-

osition taken before Governor Hutchinson accompanying the Order.

Q. How many were on Deck at the time of tlieir boarding?

A. Six.

Q. How long was it between your first seeing them to the time

of their boarding her?

A. Not quite three minutes.

Q. Were any wounded in the Boats?

A. 1 don't know.

Mr. Dudingstou acquainted tlie Court that he was informed that

one of the People in the Boats was privately buried ashore.

Court asked.

Q. Do you apprehend every measure was pursued that could be

on so short a notice for the preservation of His Majesty's Schooner?

A. Yes.

Q. Was you tied as the others were?

A. Yes and thrown into the Boat and afterwards on the Cap-

tain's wanting to see me tliey released me.

Q. Did they set her on fire?

A. Yes I waited on sliore till I saw her on fire.

Q. Were you released on the shore?

A. Yes.

Q. How many people do you think boarded her?

A. About one hundred and fifty in seven Boats wch. I counted

in Launches and Merchants ships boats.

Q. Had you any fire on board ?

A. None but candles they struck a light an liour and a half be-

fore I left her.

Q. How many persons were tliere on board of the Schooner's

complement?

A. About nineteen.
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Mr. Dudingston acquainted the Court that the reason of his send-

ing for Mr. Dickinson and Chivers down into the Cabbin was that

they might take particular notice of the People's features who were

there.

Capt. John Linzee, Late of His Majesty's Sloop Beavek,

SWORN.

Mr. Dudingston asked.

Q. You know the spot where the Gaspee was destroyed and as I

had only left you a few hours covdd you suppose I could possibly

have the least reason to apprehend an attack fi-om the shore in the

manner I did being so far from the shore ?

A. I am of opinion there was no reason to apprehend any attack

as she lay four miles from any principal Town.

Court asked.

Mr. Dudingston have you any objection to the conduct of the Offi-

cers or People?

A. None, they would have done their duty had they had their

cloaths on.

The same question was put to the People as to the Captain's con-

duct.

A. He did his utmost.

The Court was cleared.

The Court agreed that the Schooner was seized in the night by a

number of armed men in boats, that Mr. Dudingston and the rest of

the Officers and People belonging to her did their duty in opposing

the seizure to the utmost of their power on so short a notice and

that they should be honourably acquitted.

The Court was opened and Sentence passed accordingly.

THOS. BINSTEED,

Deputy Judge Advocate.

[Public Record Office, North America, Admirals, 1771-77. O.
—This Paper is Bound Up With Admiral Montagu's Letter

OF June 30, 1772.]

9. Narrative 3Iarhed With the Letter A.

On Wednesday morning .June 10th 1772, about 1 o'clock, as His

Majesty's Schooner Gaspee under my command, was laying aground
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on a spit of sand'called Nanquid, about nine miles below Providence

in tlie Government of Rhode Island—the sentinal on the Quarter

deck called to the Midshipman that he saw several boats rowing

towards the Schooner. Upon my hearing the Sentinal call out I came

on deck, ordered all hands to be called immediately, I hail'd the

Boats and forbid them coming nearer the Vessel or I should order

them to be fired on—they answered they had the Sheriff with

them and must come on board— I answered that the Sherili' could not

be admitted on board at tliat unseasonable hour and repeated to them

again to keep olf, upon wliich they hollow'd and rowed towards the

Schooner's bows. I then ordered the Sentinal to fire and was using

every means in my power to get the people upon deck, ordered the

Midshipman io get the small Arms out of the Arm Chest ready for

the men as they came up, but finding they did not come so readily as

I could wish 1 went to the Hatchway to hurry them telling them they

should not mind putting on their clothes but come up as they were.

I then look'd forward and saw a Boat laying the Vessel on board on

the Starboard Bow. I step'd forward and saAv a man endeavouring

to get up by the fore Shrouds. I made a cut at him with my sword,

and he fell back into the boat. At that instant I received a shot

through my left arm, which broke it, and another in my Groin. I

then with difficulty, returned to the Quarter deck, which I found full

of men, they having boarded the Vessel on the Quarter—immedi-

ately on my getting there I was surrounded, knocked down, and told

to beg my life, and to order the people to .^n-render. As I saw no

possibility of defending the Vessel against such munbers, judging

them to be about one hundred and fifty armed and commanded with

regularity by one who personated the Sheriff—I tliought it prudent

to propose to them that the people sliould surrender if they would use

them like men, who had only been doing their duty—On their prom-

ising that they would ; I called out to the Midshipman and people, to

make no further resistance—They then forced all tlie Schooner's

Crew into the Hold, and ordered them on Deck again singly, un-

armed, tied their hands behind their backs, and put them into boats,

this took up some time, during which, I repeatedly desired they

would allow my wounds to be dressed, as I found I had lost much

blood—They damned me for a scoundrel and said I was not wounded,

but after consulting with one another for sometime and observing

much blood on the Deck, they consented to it and allowed my servant
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to be untied and to assist me down to my Cabbin—they call'd for the

Surgeon of the Schooner, I answered I had no Surgeon on board,

and requested they would allow me to go on shore—to which they

would not consent but told me they could find a Surgeon for me and

immediately two men came down and got evei'ything necessary for

stopping the blood and dressing my wound. When that was com-

pleted, they carried me on Deck almost naked, put me into a Boat

which was already maun'd and armed, and ordered the person Avho

commanded the Boat to land me on the Beach, where they left me
with four of the Schooner's men, before I got half way from the Ves-

sel to the Shore, I heard several guns go off, and on turning round

saw the Schooner afire, and was soon after informed by the Mid-

shipman who was landed in another boat, that she was entirely de-

stroyed. I then directed the Midshipman to collect the people and

keep them together if possible till an opportunity offered to send

them on board the Beaver.
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER.
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Life Membership Fund.

$1



REPORT OF THE TREASUREK. 95

Publication Fund,

Ricnmond P. Everett, Treasurer, in account zvith the Rhode Island

Historical Society.

Dr.
1S90.

Jan. 14. To cash on hand, ..... $2,251 20

April 16. To bequest from the estate of Albert J. Jones, . t,ooo 00

Nov. 18. To Wm. E. Foster, for two volumes of publications, 5 00

1891.

Jan. I. Interest from Rhode Island Hospital Trust Company
from April 30, 1890, to date, . . . 76 62

$3,332 82

Cr.

1S90.

Oct. 15. Snow & Farnham, for 1,000 copies of the anniver-

sary discourse, .... $102 00

1S91.

Jan. 13. Cash on hand, ..... 3.230 82

$3,332 82

Rhode Island Hospital Trust Company, . . 3.230 82

RICHMOND P. EVERETT,
Treasurer.

Providenx-e, January 12, 1S91.

We have examined tlie above account and found the sanie correct.

Lewis J. Chace,

Edwix Barrows,
Henry T. Beckwith,

Audit Committee.
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Building Fund.

Richmond P. Everett, Treasurer, in account zvith the Rhode Island

Historical Society.

Dr.
1890.





NECROLOGY.

Benjamin Francis Thurston died in New York,

March 13, 1S90, aged a little more than sixty years.

His parents were Benjamin Babcock and Harriet E.

(Deshon) Thurston. He was born in New London,

Conn., Nov. 7, 1829. His father, who was born and

resided in Hopkinton,of this State, was a Lieutenant-

Governor of his native State one year, and a member
of Congress during two terms. Mr. Thurston was

prepared for college under the instruction of private

tutors at his father's home in Hopkinton. One of

these tutors was Prof. Albert Harkness, (B. U. 1842).

Mr. Thurston graduated at Brown University in 1849,

and received from his Alma Mater the honorary de-

gree of LL. D. in 1885.

After graduation he began the study of law in the

office of Gen. Thomas F. Carpenter, a distinguished

Rhode Island lawyer, who graduated at Brown Uni-

versity in 18 1 8. He also pursued his law studies in the

Harvard Law School nearly one year. He was ad-

mitted fto the Providence County Bar in 1 851, and

soon became General Carpenter's partner. After the

decease of the latter, in 1854, he entered into partner-

ship with James M. Ripley, Esq., and in 1864 with his

brother, John D. Thurston. His large and success-

ful career as a lawyer connected with many important

suits, many of them relating to patents, is too well

known to be repeated here.
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At the time of his death he was the acknowledged

leader of the bar in Rhode Island, and he was con-

nected with the most important patent litigation in

the country. He was the counsel for Mr. Edison in

the electric cases, for the Thomson-Houston Company

in the electric light cases, for the Pullman Company

in the vestibule car cases, and for the Bell Company

in the telephone cases.

His lesral learninof was recoQ-nized bv academic

bodies. He had delivered two annual courses of lec-

tures on law at Cornell University, and was under ap-

pointment to deliver the third course there at the time

of his death. The day of his funeral, March 17, 1890,

was the day appointed for a lecture by him on Patent

Law in the law course of Brown University.

In the public life of the community he was promi-

nently identified, and was conspicuously interested in

its important events and enterprises. He was one of

the early members of the Republican party, and was

conspicuously interested in its important events and

enterprises, and was influential in its counsels. In

i<S84 he identified himself prominently with the In-

dependent movement in opposition to the nomina-

tion of Mr. Blaine for President of the United States.

He was the President of the Republican and Inde-

pendent Club of Providence County, R. I., and wrote

the " Address " adopted and published by that club,

which attracted considerable attention outside of

Rhode Island.

He was repeatedly a member of the General As-

sembly of Rhode Island. He was Speaker of the

House of Representatives from January to May, 1854 ;
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1S56-1857; and from May, 1864, to January, 1865.

He was again a member of the House in 1 870-1 871.

In 1 868-1 869 he was State Senator.

He read much and retained with wonderful memory
what he had read. His hterary resources were extra-

ordinary and at his command in an unusual degree.

His taste was excellent. His wisdom, wit and power

of speech made him a delightful companion, whether

at the fireside, or at the table, in private or public life,

in journeys or in the daily intercourse with his fellows.

He was deeply interested in education. For seven

or eight years he was trustee of the Providence Pub-

lic library. He attended with scrupulous punctuality

to all the duties of this position, and was efHcient in

it through his business sagacity as well as through his

scholarly qualities.

On June 20, 1888, he delivered the biennial oration

before the alumni of Brown University, taking for his

theme, " The Relation of the College to the Repub-

lic," and setting forth eloquently his belief " That a

school for the cultivation of higher learning in this

country should bring itself into the closest possible

sympathy with the interests and vital forces which are

moving in the world." On the next day, at the an-

nual Commencement of the college, he received the

well-merited degree already referred to. On the day

following that Commencement he was elected a trus-

tee of the college. In the same year he founded the

Thurston scholarship by a gift to the college of

$1,000.

He was kind, thoughtful, sympathetic, generous and

helpful in his intercourse with the world, unostenta-

tious but liberal in his charities toward the poor and
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afflicted. For many years he was a communicant of

the Protestant Episcopal Church, being a member of

Grace Church in Providence, and atone time a teacher

in the Sunday-school of that church.

In 1S53 he married Cornelia Rathbone, daughter of

Stephen Rathbone, Esq., of Providence. Mrs. Thurs-

ton, with her three children, survives her husband.

The children are Mrs. Ellen De Forrest Gladding,

wife of John Russell Gladding, Esq. (B. U., 1881), of

Providence, Harriet Deshon Thurston, and Benjamin

Francis Thurston, now an undergraduate in the col-

lege.

The foresfoinq- notice is drawn from an extended

sketch prepared for another occasion by Prof. William

C. Poland, who kindly permits this Society to enjoy

the benefits of his careful labors.

Mr. Thurston became a member of this Society in

1873. He was a generous contributor to its funds in

times of need, and always manifested an active inter-

est in its purpose and work.

William Waknek Hoppin was born in Providence,

Sept. I, 1S07, and died there April 19,1890. He was

the third son of Benjamin and Esther Phillips (War-

ner) Hoppin. His descent was from good old Puritan

stock both on his father's and mother's side, influen-

tial in the colonial days of Massachusetts. His grand-

father, Benjamin Hoppin, came from Massachusetts

and settled in Providence, where his father was long

known as a prominent merchant and citizen. William

Warner was graduated from Yale College in 1828;

and among his classmates were President Barnard,

late of Columbia College, John Van Buren, Horace
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Binney, Jr., of Philadelphia, and Judge William

Strong. At graduation he delivered the class oration,

to which office he was chosen by the students them-

selves, his popularity having thus early shown itself.

He had a talent for making friends and for keeping

them. He entered the Yale Law School under the

tuition of Judge Daggett and Samuel Hitchcock, and

was admitted to the Rhode Island bar in 1830. As a

pupil and a law partner he was many years in the

office of that eminent lawyer, Judge Richard Ward
Greene, and, as he said, " shared his companionship

and confidence for more than forty years." Though
a good lawyer, whose sagacious counsel and wise

judgment were sought for, Mr. Hoppin early became

interested in municipal and State politics, so that his

attention was mainly turned in that direction. In

1838 he was elected to the Common Council of Prov-

idence, in which body he continued to serve many
years, interesting himself actively even to the end of

his life in city affairs, being made a member of the

Board of Aldermen in 1847, and in the financial pros-

perity, industrial growth, education, railroad facilities,

internal improvements and general good ordering and

welfare of the citv of Providence, no one was more

earnestly engaged. Soon after leaving the law-school

at New Haven he married Frances, daughter of Titus

Street, Esq., of New Haven, and sister of Augustus

R. Street, the munificent patron of Yale College ; and

in 1845 he went with his family to Europe. On his

return from abroad he was for some years occupied

with his profession, and, in 1853, was elected to the

State Senate. His record while member of the Gen-

eral Assembly was that of a man of positive opinions
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freely and forcibly expressed. His speech in favor of

the Ten Hour Law was perhaps the best upon that

question, winning for him many friends among the

Democrats of the State, and securing for the measure

a substantial support which it otherwise might not

have received, from influential members of his own
Whig party. His speech upon the Marine Law, Feb.

17, 1853, was pronounced at the time to be "one of

the ablest aro^uments in favor of that law that has ever

been offered in our State." No pledges had been ex-

acted from him but at the hour of trial he stood up

manfully for the cause of reform.

It may be seen that Mr. Hoppin, however he may
afterwards have modified his views in regard to the

political question in its practical operations, struck at

public evil boldly ; and when called to be a candidate

for the governorship of the State the large majorities

which he received were due to the fact of his advo-

cacy of reform, since the Whig and Democratic par-

ties in the State were about equally divided. Iden-

tified with the Whig and afterwards Republican party,

he served for three terms (1854-5-6) as governor of

Rhode Island.

He was repeatedly invited to accept the nomination

of member of Congress in the lower house, which he

declined. In 1857 he was urged to be a candidate for

the United States Senate, but withheld his name, and

gave his influence in favor of the election of James
F. Simmons. In 1858 he was again a candidate for

the senatorship, and in the first ballot of the legisla-

tive caucus he received a plurality of votes. His high

sense of personal integrity and his conviction of dutv

in regard to the purity of the ballot, were not favor-
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able to political success when viewed in a superficial

light, but they reflected lasting honor upon his char-

acter.

On the ist of February, 1861, together with Chief

Justice Samuel Ames, the Hon. Samuel G. Arnold,

the Hon. George H. Brown and Alexander Duncan,

Esq., he received the appointment of delegate to the

Peace Congress, which met in Washington, at one of

whose sessions he made a conciliatory speech that

called forth expressions of good feeling on both sides.

He was willing to do what he could to hold the South

to its allegiance, but as others saw, perhaps before he

did, it was too late. His error, if he erred, was on the

side of Christian forbearance and peace. At the

breaking out of the war and during its existence,

Governor Hoppin contributed freely of his means, in-

fluence and personal effort to the enlistment of troops,

to their comfort in the field and hospital, and to the

moral support of the national administration. As he

testified frequently in a public manner and in private

reminiscences be was an enthusiastic admirer of Presi-

dent Lincoln, as he was afterwards a strong friend

and supporter of General Grant. In 1862 he made a

patriotic speech when acting as President of the Yale

Alumni meeting at New Haven, on which occasion

his friend and relative. Admiral Foote, was present.

In 1866 he was reelected to the State Senate, and in

1867 he was appointed to the oflice of Registrar of

Bankruptcy, which he held until 1872. When the

Rhode Island branch of the Society of the Cincin-

nati was resuscitated, he became a member of that

body as family representative of his grandfather, Ben-

jamin Hoppin, who served as a commissioned oflicer
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through the War of the Revolution. And a few years

before his death he was elected an honorary member
of the Massachusetts EncamjDment of the Loyal Legion

for distinguished services to the troops during the

war.

While there was a great deal of personal individ-

uality and independence about him, his character had

a deep religious basis. He was a devout man. His

pastor, Dr. Vose, than whom no one knew him better,

in a sermon preached shortly after his death, rendered

an interesting tribute to his memory as a Christian.

Governor Hoppin was a genuine Rhode Islander,

accustomed to speak and act with freedom, open and

kind in his manners, and excelled by none in his love

of and pride in his native State. " In public service

and business he was identified with many of the most

important movements in State affairs."

In private life Mr. Hoppin was eminently social,

and he was only thoroughly happy in his intercourse

with his fellow-men. His hospitality was unbounded,

and at his summer residence at Warwick Neck he re-

joiced to surround himself with a host of friends.

Though apt to stand a little on his dignity, and nat-

urally high-spirited and not apt to overlook what he

considered unjust and impertinent, he delighted in

doing kindly acts, and in aiding with word and purse

worthy young men who were striving to get forward

in the world.

He was familiar with all parts of his own State

;

and its historic memories, its heroic names, its indus-

trial achievements, its scientific and intellectual glo-

ries, were cherished as a rich heritage that belonged

to him personally. Rarely was there one who so

8
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thoroughly enjoyed his native soil and all that sprang

from it. He will be remembered as a true Rhode
Island gentleman with much of the old-time courtli-

ness, an upright Governor, and a noble. Christian

man.

He became a member of this Society in iS8o, at-

tending many of its meetings from that time onward,

and taking part in many of its discussions. His trib-

utes of honor to the memorv of Presidents Allen and

Gammell are especially recalled now when his time

has come for a like act of courtesy, affection and

respect.

Gov. Elisha Dyer. A full record of this eminent

citizen would fill a large volume. Space allows here

but an outline of his career and character. Son of

Elisha and Frances Jones Dyer, he was born in Prov-

idence July 20, 181 1, inheriting from both parents

honorable blood, running back to the early settlement

of New England, to William and Mary Dyer, who

came from London, England, to Boston, in 1635, and

to Rhode Island in 1638, and on his mother's side to

the historic Gabriel Bernon, the Huguenot refugee

from La Rochelle, France.

Governor Dyer's father, being a wealthy and liberal

merchant, gave his son the best possible educational

advantages, at Benjamin Green's boarding school, at

Plainfield Academy, Conn., and at Brown University,

where he graduated in 1829, and, on his graduation,

took him into his counting room, where he remained

till 1 83 1, when he became the junior partner in the

firm Elisha Dyer & Co. He at once began to mani-

fest his public spirit, and became active in public en-
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terprises and social reforms. In 1S33 he was tendered

a vice-consulship in the two Sicilies, but declined the

honor. Becoming a strong temperance advocate he

persuaded his father to abandon all trade in intoxicat-

ing liquors, at that time a great pecuniary sacrifice.

In 1835 he united with the Rhode Island Society for

the Encouragement of Domestic Industry, and of

that body became secretary, member of the auditing

committee and president, laboring both at home and

abroad to promote its usefulness. He became the

agent of the Dyerville Manufacturing Company, at

Dyerville, in 1S35, and so remained till the death of

his father, in 1854, when he became the owner of the

property and continued the manufacture of cotton till

the failure of his health, in 1867, induced him to sell

the mill. His interest in social and public affairs was

commensurate with his large talents, his warm heart

and his ample means. He deserved and received a

great number of public appointments and honors.

He was a Director in the Provddence Athenaeum;

a Director, and at one time President of the Young
Men's Bible Society ; a member of the Providence

Dispensary in providing for the poor; a member of

the Rhode Island Historical Society, and, at one time,

one of its Trustees ; the founder and first President of

the Rhode Island Veteran Citizens' Historical Asso-

ciation ; a member of the Providence School Com-
mittee ; President of Fire Wards; President of the

Exchange Bank ; a Director of the Union Bank; Di-

rector of the Providence Washin2:ton Insurance Com-
pany ; belonged to the Rhode Island Art Association,

the United States Agricultural Society, the Windham
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County Agricultural Society, the American Associa-

tion of Arts and Sciences, of Butler Hospital Cor-

poration, Lake Erie Monument Association, Franklin

Lyceum, Providence Association of Mechanics and

Manufacturers, and of other business and benevolent

organizations.

He was called to numerous political positions ; was

a delegate in 1839 to the Whig Convention in Rhode
Island, and served as secretary ; a delegate to the

Whig Jubilee in New York in 1839; Chairman of

Young Men's Whig Convention in Providence in

1840; delegate to Young Men s Whig Convention in

Baltimore in 1840, a chairman and speaker; in 1840

was elected Adjutant General of Rhode Island and

served for five successive years, being the right-hand

man of Gov. S. W. King; in 1857 was elected Gov-

ernor of Rhode Island and served two years, when he

declined reelection ; was a member of the Board of

National Popular Education; was a member of va-

rious military organizations. First Light Infantry of

Providence, Newport Artillery, Providence Marine

Corps of Artillery ; and during the Civil War was

Captain of Company B, Tenth Regiment Rhode Island

Volunteers, and served three months. In 1863 he

was a delegate from the Rhode Island Society for the

Encouragement of Domestic Industry to the Inter-

national Exhibition at Hamburg; in 1869 was elected

President of the First National Musical Congress in

Boston ; was Commissioner for Rhode Island to the

International Exhibition in London in 1871 ; and in

1873 was appointed Honorary Commissioner to the

Vienna Exposition by President U. S. Grant. Eight-
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teen times he crossed the Atlantic for health and on

appointments. In 1854 he visited Egypt. Space fails

us for mentioning all his official positions and services.

In 183S he married Anna Jones Hoppin, daughter

of Thomas C. Hoppin, Esq., by whom he had seven

children, three of whom, Gen. Elisha, Gabriel Bernon,

and William Jones, are now living.

He was a prized member of Grace Church, Provi-

dence, and served in the Diocesan Convention in

1882, and in various important ways. His writings

remain in valuable reports that he made in his official

positions, in his fine sketch of the school at Black

Hill, Conn., and in A Stcmmers Travel to Find a Ger-

man Home. His last years were those of an invalid,

an overworked man. He died in Providence, May
17, 1890, full of honors and of years, beloved by all

the citizens of the State.

Our mere outlines of his life will indicate that he

was remarkable for native talents, for culture, for va-

ried ability, for public spirit, for patriotism, for piety,

for industr}', for zeal in every good word and work,

having lived with the supreme purpose of serving his

generation by the will of God and blessing all man-

kind.

Governor Dyer became a member of this Society

July 16, 1838. From that period onward are to be

found numerous evidences of his untiring zeal in

promoting its usefulness and prosperity. His thought-

fulness in bequeathing to the Society an important

part of his library, consisting of choice historical

works and numerous bound volumes of newspapers,

was in keeping with his life-long practice.
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James H. Olney. The death of Mr. James H. Olney

deprives the Rhode Island Historical Society of a

valued and honorable member. Mr. Olney was born

at Fall River, Mass., Nov. 9, 1835. His parents were

David A. Olney and Elizabeth Tew Deane. His de-

scent was through Stephen, Joseph, Thomas, Thomas,

Thomas, Thomas. Thus our friend, James H. Olney,

was in the eighth generation from Thomas Olney,

one of the thirteen original proprietors of Providence,

who came here in 1636.

Mr. James H. Olney married Cornelia A. Snow,

Dec. I, 1858. Most of his life was spent in Rhode
Island, where he was engaged in the coal trade. He
was a widower, and left only one child, a daughter,

who is a teacher in the High School. He died Nov.

7, 1890.

He was a man highly esteemed in the church and

in the circle of his friends. Thouorh industrious ino
business, he found time for reading and was a great

lover of botany.

He was much interested in historical and genealog-

ical matters, and compiled a record of the Olney

family, a work of 293 pages, handsomely illustrated,

and which occupied the labor of years. By careful

examination of English county histories and family

pedigrees, in the Astor Library, New York, he traced

the Olney family through a great many interesting

links, as far back as the eleventh century, and almost

to the Spanish conquest This work is an honor to

our Historical Society, and is of great value to those

who wish to trace their lineage, since it follows out

the alliance of the Olney family, by marriage, with
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more than 700 different family names. The pains-

taking labor of our friend had no pecuniary reward,

but was a source of great pleasure to him, in the di-

rection of his peculiar talents, and extraordinary pa-

tience and accuracy.

Had he lived to the age of most of his ancestors he

doubtless would have done crreat service to many a:ood

causes. But as a man and a Christian, and as a mem-
ber of this Society, he deserves the tribute of grateful

remembrance.
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INSTITUTIONS AND CORPORATIONS FROM WHICH

GIFTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED.

Albany Publlsliing Company, Albany,

N. Y.

American Antiquarian Society, Worcester,

Mass.

American Library Association, P. O. Box
260, Boston.

American Naturalist Co., Phil.adelpliia.

American Philosophical Society, Philadel-

I'hia.

Amherst College, Amherst, Mass.

Andover Phillips Academy, Andover,Mass.

Boston Associated Charities, Boston.

Boston City Government, Boston.

Boston City Messenger, Boston.

Boston Public Library, Boston.

Boston Record Commission, Boston.

Brooklyn Library, Brooklyn, X. Y.

Bureau of Education, Washington, D. C.

Bureau of" Ethnology, Washington, D. C.

Buffalo Historical Society, Buffalo, N. Y.

California University, Berkeley, Cal.

Canadian Institute, Toronto, Canada.

Cayuga County Historical Society, Au-
burn, N. Y.

Central Pacific Railroad, San Francisco,

Cal.

Chicago Board of Trade, Chicago.

Cliicago Historical Society, Chicago.

Cincinnati Public Library, Cincinnati, O.

Commissioner of Education, Washington,

D. C.

Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford,

Conn.

Connecticut State Library, Hartford, Conn.

Current Literary Publishing Co., New-

York.

Danish Royal Society of Northern Anti-

quaries, Copenhagen, Den.

Dedliam Historical Society, Dedham,
iMass.

Delaware Historical Society, Wilmington,

Del.

Dominion Land Surveyors' Association,

Ottawa, Can.

Essex Institute, Salem, Mass.

Franklin Lyceum, Providence.

Grand Itapids Board of I'rade, Grand Rap-
ids, .Mich.

Harleian Society, London, Eng.

Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

Huguenot Society of America, New York
City.

Hyde Park Historical Society, Hyde Park,

Mass.

Illustrated American Co., Chicago.

Iowa State Historical Society, Iowa City,

Iowa.

Irrepressible Society, Providence.

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore.

Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka,

Kan.

Legation of the Costa Rica Republic, Cos-

ta Rica.

Lexington Historical Society, Lexington,

Mass.

Lowell Old Residents' Historical Associa-

tion, Lowell, Mass.

Maine Elistorical Society, Portland, Me.
MarlettaCentennial Commission, Marietta,

Ohio.

Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore.

Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of La-

bor, Boston.

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston.

Massachusetts Board of Railroad Commis-
sioners, Boston.

Massachusetts State Library, Boston.

Micliigan State Library, Lansing, Jlich.

Michigan University, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Middlebury Historical Society, Middle-

bury, Vt.

Minisink Valley Historical Society, Cuddle-

ville. Orange Co., N. Y.

Minnesota Academy of Natural Sciences,

Minneapolis, Min.

Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul,

Min.

Nebraska University, Lincoln, Neb.

Newbury Library, Cliicago.

New England Historic Genealogical Soci.

ety, Boston.

New Jersey Historical Society, Newark,
N.J.

New London Co. Historical Society, New
London, Ct.

New York Chamber of Commerce, New
York.

New York Historical Society, New York.
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New York >[ercantile Library, New York.

New \ ork Meteorological Observatory

N. Y. City.

New York State Library, Albany, N. Y.

Norwcpiaii Society of Antiiiuity, Kristia-

iiia, Norway.
Old Colony Historical Society, Taunton,

Mass.

Oneida Historical Society, Utica, N. Y.

Open Court Company, Chicago.

Outing Company Magazine, New York

City.

Pennsylvania Historical Society, I'hiladel-

phia.

Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association,

Deerfield, Mass.

Poet Lore Company, Philadelphia.

Providence Atlien-Tum, Providence.

Providence Hoard of Trade, Providence.

Providence Children's Friend Society,

Providence.

Providence Daily Journal, I'rovidence.

Providence Public Library, Providence.

Providence Union for Christian Work,

Providence.

Providence Young Men's Christian Associ-

ation, Pi'ovidence.

Redwood Library, Newport, R. I.

Rhode Island State Board ot Health, Prov-

idence.

Rhode Island Hospital, Providence.

Rhode Island School Commissioner, Prov-

idence.

Rhode Island Peace Society, Providence.

Rhode Island State, Providence.

Royal Norwegian Society, Kristiania, Nor-

way.

Salem I'ress Printing & Publishing Co.,

Salem, Mass.

Salem Public Library, Salem, Mass.

San Francisco .Mercantile Library Associ-

ation, San Francisco.

Seventh-Day Baptist Missionary Society,

Ashaway.

Smithsonian Institution, Wasliington,

D. C.

Soldiers' and Sailors' Historical Society,

Providence.

Southern California Historical Society,

Los Angeles, Cal.

St. Louis Public Library, St. Louis, Mo.
Swan Point Cemetery Association, Provi-

dence.

Tennessee Historical Society, Nashville,

Tenn.

Tennessee State Board of Health, Nash-
ville, Tenn.

Travellers' Insurance Co., Hartford, Conn.
Tufts' College, College Hill, JIass.

Typothetie Company, New York City.

LInited States Army, Engineer Depart

ment, Washington, D. C.

United States, Chief of Engineers, Wash
ington, D. C.

United States, «;omniissioner of Education

Wasliington, D. C.

United States, Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C.

United States, Department of State, Wash
ington, D. C.

United States, Department of War, Wash
ington, I>. C.

United States Geological Survey, Washing,

ton, D. C.

United States Life Saving Service, Wash
ington, D. C.

Vermont State Library, Montpelier, Vt.

Virginia Historical Society, Richmond,Va.

Veteran Citizens' Historical Association,

Providence.

Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania,

Phil.

Worcester Society of Antiquity,Worcester

Mass.

Wisconsin State Historical Society, Madi-

son, Wis.

Yale University, New Haven, Conn.
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PERSONS FROM WHOM GIFTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED.

Addeman, Joshua M., Providence.

Aldrich, Nelson W., Providence.

Angell, James B., Ann Harbor, Mich.

Anthony, L. D., Providence.

Arnold, Richard J., Providence.

Arnold, Mrs. Samuel G., Newport.

Arnold, Stephen H., Providence.

Austin, John Osborne, Providence.

Bagnall, Rev. William R., Middletown,

Conn.

Babbitt, Edward S.

Barton, Albert G., Providence.

Batterson, Rev. Hermon, Philadelphia.

Beckwith, Henry T., Providence.

Benedict, Miss Maria M., Providence.

Bennet, Charles P., Providence.

Bicknall, Thomas W., Boston, Mass.

Bigelow, John, New York.

Blake, Charles, Providence.

Bradbury, Rev. A. R., Providence.

Bradlee, Rev. C. D., Boston.

Boutwell, Francis M., Groton, Mass.

Brown, Brothers & Co., Providence.

Brown, Francis H., Boston.

Boyce, Lloyd, New York.

Bucklin, Elisha W., Pawtucket.

Burnham, Rev. C. D., Pawtuxet.

Caldwell, Stephen A., Pliila.

Carpenter, George M., Providence.

Clark, F. C, M. D., Providence.

Clark, Rt. Rev. Thomas M., Providence.

Chace, Bowers S., Providence.

Champlin, James T., Portland. Me.

Chapin, Charles V., M. D., Providence.

Coleman, John A., Providence.

Cook, Henry, Elizabeth, N. J.

Coombs, H. M. & Co., Providence.

Coop & Boms, Providence.

Cranston, James E., Providence.

Cressey, George E., Providence.

Cross, Samuel H., Providence.

Cross, Mrs. William J., Providence.

Curtis. William E., Providence.

Danforth, Charles, Providence.

Darling, Charles W., Utica, N. Y.

Dart, George, Boston, Mass.

Davis, John W., Pawtucket.

Davol, Mrs. Maria F., Warren, R. I.

Denison, Rev. Frederic, Providence.

De Peyster, J. Watts, Tivoli, Duchess Co.,

N. Y.

Dodge, James H., Boston.

Draper, Dr. Daniel, New York City.

Drowne, Henry T., New" York.

Drowne, Rev. Thomas S., Flatbush, N. Y.

Dyer, late Ex-Governor Elisha, bequest,

Providence.

Dyer, Elisha, Providence.

Eaton, Amasa M., Providence.

Eddy, Rev. Richard, Providence.

Ely, William D., Providence.

Ernst, C. W., Boston.

Everett, Richmond P., Providence.

Farnham, Josepli E. C, Providence.

Fay, Josepli Story, 88 Mt. Vernon Street,

Boston.

Fearing, Andrew C., 12 Doane Street, Bos-

ton.

Fillmore, Charles W., M. D., Providence.

Fisher, C. H., M. D., Providence.

Flagg, Charles O., Kingston.

Foster, William E., Providence.

Freeman, E. L. &Co., Providence.

Fuller, J. Morrison, Boston.

Gammell, Mrs. Elizabeth A., Providence.

Gardner, Asa Bird, Garden City, N. Y.

Gardiner, Curtis C, St. Louis, Mo.
Gill, William, Ohio.

Goodwin, Almon K., Pawtucket.

Green, Arnold, Providence.

Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston.

Grieve, Robert, Providence.

Guild, Reuben A., Providence.

Hale, Wendell P., Providence.

Heath, D. C. & Co., 5 Somerset Street,

Boston.

Hedgeler, Ewald C, Chicago.

Heraey, Dr. George D., Providence.

Hill, Daniel, Richmond, Ind.

Holmes, Nathaniel, Cambridge, Mass.

Hunnewell, James F., 1.3 Green Street,

Charlestown, Mass.

Hope, Thomas, Providence.

Hopkins, Charles W., Providence.

Hoppin, William W., New York City.

Howard, George E., Lincoln, Nebraska.

Howard, Hiram, Providence.

Howland, Miss Elizabeth, Providence.

Hubbard, Charles A., Providence.

Hubbard, Luther P., 76 Wall Street, New
York City.

Hudson, James S., Providence.
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Hurd, Outline L., Providence.

Ivinsoii, HIackniaii & Co., New Vork.

Jackson, .Mrs. Kev. William F. li., I'rovi-

dence.

Janu'son, J. Franklin, Providonce.

Jecht, Dr. Kiclianl, Uoilitz, Prussia.

Jones, Auj»ustine, I'rovidoncc.

Jont'9, CluirK'S C.. Aufjiista, tia.

Har.-'on, JI. J.. IMoviiience.

Kendall, Mrs. P. Ui-dHeld, Rutland, Vt.

Kreiuer, J. 15., Carlisle, Pa.

Ladd, Herbert W., Providence.

Laurie, Kev. Thomas, I'rovidence.

Lester, J. Krastus, Providence.

Lincoln, Frederic \V., Boston.

Lincoln, John L., Providence.

Little & ISoswortli, I'roviiience.

Little, Mrs. Sophia, Newport.

Longman & Greene, New York.

Manchester, Kev. Alfred, Providence.

Mason, George C, Newport.
McClellan, Caswell, St. Paul, Minn.
Mead, Edwin D., IJoston.

Michels, Ivan K., NVasliingtoi), D. C.

Montgomery, James Mortimer, Wall
Street, New York.

Moscley, \V. T., Providence.

Munro, Wilfred 11., Providence.

Munsell, Joel and Sons, Albany, N. Y.
Nickerson, Ansel D., Pawtucket.

Noyes, Isaac P., Washington, D. C.

Pabodie IJ. Frank, Providence.

Parsons. Dr. Charles \Y., I'rovidence.

Pasco, W. W., New York.

Pegram, .John C, Providence.

Peckham, Samuel W., Providence.

Peet,Kev. Samuel D., Menden, 111.

Perry Amos, Providence.

Perry, Aaron F., Cincinnati, Ohio.

Perry, Mrs. IJ. F., Greenville, S. C.

Perry, Mrs. F2iizabeth A., Providence.

Perry, Hext M., Pliiladelpliia.

Perry, Kt. Kev. William S., Davenport,
la.

Pope, Franklin L., Elizabeth, N. J.

Porter, Kev. Emory H., Pawtucket, K. I.

Keid, J. A. & H. A., Providence.

Rhodes, P>iward S., Providence.

Rice, Franklin P., Worcester, Mass.
Rogers, Horatio, Providence.

Rose, Henry H., Providence.

Rugg, Rev. Henry W., Providence.

Russell, Dr. Henry W., Harltbrd, Conn.
Sampson, Murdock & Co., Providence.

SchoKii'ld, A. G., Providence.

Shepard, Mrs. Elizabeth A., Providence.

Shipley, .John H., Chicago.

Sibley, Alden W., Pawtucket.

Smith, Mrs. Arbor D., Providence.

Smith, Charles H., Providence.

Smith, .Joseph Jenks, Providence.

Smith, N. J., Providence.

Smith, Sanilford B., Providence.

Snow, E. H., Providence.

Snow & Farnham, Providence.

Solberg, Thervald, Washington, D. C.

Southwick, Isaac H., Providence.

Spalding, ., Portland, Me.
Spooner, Henry.)., Providence.

Sprague, Henry H., Boston.

Staples, Kev. Carlton A., Lexington, Mass.
Swan, Robert T., Boston.

Steere, H. J., executor of the will of. Provi-

dence.

Stone, Mrs. Ellen A., East Lexington.
Mass.

Swan, Jarvis B., Providence.

Taylor, Rev. James M., Poughkeepsie,
N. Y.

Tillinghast, Charles E., Providence.

Tillinghast, James, Buffalo, N. Y.
Tollman, William Howe, Pawtucket, R. I.

Tooker, William W., Sag Harbor, N. Y.
Torrey, D., Detroit, Mich.

Townsend. William C, Providence.

Vose, Rev. .James G., Providence.

Wadlin, Horace, Bo.-,ton.

Wall, Caleb A., Worce.ster, Mass.
Warren, Moses C, Boston.
Watson. S. M., Portland, Me.
Webb, Rev. Samuel H., Providence.

Webb, Dr. William Seward, .New York.
Whitney, Albert, Adrian, Mich.
Whitney, Dr. James O., Pawtucket.
Willard, Mrs. Francis E., New York.
Wooil, William G., Philadeliihia.

Wright, J. O. & Co., New York.

Wright, Carroll D., Washington, D. C.

Young, George V., Providence.
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1885. Aldrich, Elisha Smith
1874. Aldrich, Nelson Wilmarth

1890. Allen, Miss Candace
1890. Allen, Edward S.

1890. Allen, Samviel Hazard

1875. Ames, William

1885. Andrews, Elisha Benjamin
1870. Angell, Edwin G.

1880. Anthony Jolm B.

1889. Arnold, Fred W.
1889. Arnold, Newton Darling

1874. Arnold, Olney

1887. Arnold, Richard James
1877. Arnold, Stephen Harris

1890. Atwood, Charles H.

1881. Austin, Jolni Osborne

1853. Bailey, William Mason
1881. Bailey, Richard Arnold

1881. Baker, David Sherman, Jr.

1890. Ballon, William Herhert

1884. Ballon, Latimer Whipple

1890. Barker, Henry R.

1872. Barrows, Edwin
1886. Barstow, Amos C, Jr.

1890. Barstow, George

1888. Bartlett, John Russell

1879. Barton, William T.

1889. Bartow, Evelyn Pierrepont

1883. Bates, Isaac Comstock
1890. Battey, Thomas J.

1888. Bennett, Charles Patrick

1858. Binney, Will-iam

1889. Binney William. Jr.

1887. Blake, Eli Whitney
1890. Blodgett, John T.

1878. Bogman, Edward Young
1881. Bradley, Charles

1883. Brown, D. Russell

1883. Brown, H. Martin

ELECTED.

1875. Brown, John Adams
1876. Bugbee, James H.

1884. Bullock, Jonathan Russell

1884. Bnrdick, James
1859. Calder, George Beckford

1880. Campbell, Daniel G.

1876. Campell, Horatio Nelson

1873. Carpenter, Charles Earl

1890. Carpenter, Esther B.

1874. Carpenter, Francis Wood
1886. Carpenter. George Moulton
1889. Catlin, Charles Albert

1888. Chace, James H.

1880. Chace, Jonathan

1880. Chace, Julian A.

1879. Chace, Lewis James
1808. Chace Thomas Wilson

1857. Chambers, Robert B.

1884. Chapin, Charles Value
1890. Chase, Thomas
1883. Child, Charles H.

1887. Claflin, Arthur W.
1878. Clark, Thomas March
1880. Coats, James
1877. Codman, Arthur Armory
1885. Collins, George Lewis
1890. Comstock, Louis H.

1886. Comstock, Richard W.
1891. Conant, Samuel Morse

1872. Congdon, Johns Hopkins
1874. Cranston, Henry Clay

1877. Cranston, George K.

1881. Cranston, James E.

1876. Cushman, Henry I.

1891. Daggett, Frederick I.

1890, Danforth, Charles

1886. Dart, Edward Merrill,

1887. Day, Albert C.

1881. Day, Daniel
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1874.

1881.

1886.

1881.

1877.

1877.

1888.

1882.

1875.

1877.

1849.

1800.

1873.

1886.

185G.

1862.

1858.

1891.

1378.

1890.

1885.

1888.

1881.

1855.

1875.

1884.

1889.

1889.

1885.

1881.

1880.

1850.

1883.

1875.

1878.

1876.

1887.

1877.

1872.

1887.

1800.

1882.

1878.

1878.

1874.

1884.

1883.

ELECTED.

1889.

1890.

1871.

1888.

1881.

Day, Daniel Eu};ene

DeWolf, John James
Dews, Joseph

Dixon, Xatlian Fellows

Doringh, Charles 11. R.

Dorrance, Samnel Richmond 1873.

Donglas. Samuel Tobey 1891.

Douglas, William \VilberforceIS74.

1874.

1S74.

1887.

1871.

1889.

1890.

1891.

Dunnell, William Wanton
Durfee, Charles S.

Dui-fee. Thomas
Dyer, Elisha

Eames, Benjamin Tucker
Earle, Charles K.

Ely, James W. C.

Ely, William Davis

Everett, Richmond Pearl 1885.

Field, Edward 1882.

Fisher, Charles Harris 1889.

Fiske, George jNIcClellan 1882.

Fitzgerald, O. Edward 1888.

Foster, Samuel 1867.

Foster, William E. 1890.

Gammell, Asa Messer 1885.

Gamnicll, Robert Ives 1880.

Gammell, William 1889.

Gardner, Ratii'none 1883.

Gardner, Henry Bray ton 1880.

George. Charles H. 1876.

Goddard, Moses Brown Ives 1884.

Goddard, Robert H. Ives 1885.

Goddard, William 1879.

Goodwin, Daniel 1890.

Grant, Henry Townsend 1883.

Greene, Edward A. 1889.

Greene, Henry L. 1890.

Greene Thomas C. 1879.

Greene, W. Maxwell 1880.

Grosvenor, William 1878.

Guild, Reuben Aldridge 1872.

Hall, Mrs. Emily A. 1881.

Hall, Jenison C. 1891.

Hall, Robert 188f).

TTarkness, Albert 1877.

Harrington, Henry Augustus 1877.

Harris, William A. 1877.

Harson, M. Joseph 1881.

Hart, George Thomas
Hazard, George .T.

Hazard, Rowland
Hazard, Rowland Gibson, 2d.

Hersey, George D.

Hidden, Henry Atkins

Hill, Elizabeth C.

Hill, Thomas Jefferson

Ilolbrook, Albert

Hopkins, AVilliara H.

Hopkins, William IL, 2d.

Iloppin, Frederic Street

Hoppin. William .Jones

Howard, Hiram
Howe, Marc Antony DeWolfe,

Jr.

Howland, Richard Smith
Hoyt, David Webster

Hudson, James Smith
Jackson, William F. B.

Jameson, John Franklin

Jencks, Albert Yarnum
Jefferson, George A.

Johnson Oliver

Jones, Augustine

Kelly, John B.

Kendall, Hiram
Kenyon, James S.

Kimball, James M.

King, William Dehon
King, George Gordon
Knight, Edward B.

Knight, William

Ladd, Herbert W.
Lapham, Oscar.

Leete, George F.

Lincoln, John Larkin

Lippitt, Christopher

Lippitt, Charles Warren
Lippitt, Henry
Littletield, Alfred II.

Lord, Augustus M.

Marcy, Fred I.

Mason, Earl Pliilii>

Mason, Eugene W.
Mason, George Champlin
Mason, John II.
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ELECTED.

1&S9. White, Hunter Carson 18S1,

1884. White. Stillman 1891.

1874. Wliitford, George WashingtonlSSG.

1884. Wightman, Augustus A. 1SS8.

1880. Whitney, James Orne 1890.

1884. Wilhour, Joshua 1887.

1884. Williams, Alfred Mason 1870.

Williams, Zephaniah

Will son, Edmund K.

Wilson, Ellery II.

Wilson, George G.

Wolcott, Henry
Wood, William H.

Woods, 3Iarshall
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LIFE MEMBERS—JANUARY, 1891.

ACTIVE.
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Address of tlie President...... 21-32

.\ppropriation from the State, vote to ask increase of . 19

Baxter, James P., paper read by .... 7

Building Accommodations, report of Committee on . . i;5, 17

Cabinet, additions to ..... . 52-53

Carpenter, Charles E., paper read by .... 15

Carpenter, Esther B., paper read by .... 15

Carpenter, George M.. paper read by .... S

Centenary celebration of Adoption of Federal Constitution

by the State ....... 10, 12

Charter of Society, amendment of . . . . 7, 9

Charter and Constitution of Society, revision of . . 12, 14

Coleman, .John A., paper read by ... . 10

Committee on Publications authorized to print . . IS

Contributions reported l)y Library Committee, 34, .>5, .jG, 37, 38, 39, 41, 44

Eaton, Amasa M., paper read by .... 14

" Field Day," ct)mmittpe appointed to arrange i)rogramme
for ........ 20

Gammell, Prof. William, portrait of presented . 8

Gaspee dociuneiits, copies of .... . 80-92

"Hampden Meadows,'' name of railway station changed to 9, 11

Hopkins, Admiral, proposed mouunient to memory of . 13, 14

Indian Names in Rhode Island, report on . 71-79
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Institutions and Corporations, gifts received from 112-113

Jameson, Prof. J. F., paper read by . . . . 14

Jones, Albert J., resolution in relation to legacy of . 10

Library, additions to ..... .
.").']-.")5

Mead, P'dwin D., paper read by ..... 15

9
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" " deaths of
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1891, list of ,

" Corresponding, elected

list of ,

Member, Honorary .

Members, Life, 1891, list of

Necrology.

Hon. Elisha Dyer
Hon. William Warner Hoppin
James H. Olney

Hon. Benjamin Francis Thurston, LL. D

Officers of the Society

Papers read, list of

Places of historic interest, marking of .

Porter, Rev. Edward G., paper read by .

Public records, printing of

Page.

8, 11, 13, 16

22

116-119

11, 16

120

120

120

106-109

101-106

110-111

98-101

7,8, 10,14. IT), also 22, 23

19

15

20

Report of Committee on Building and Ground
" Library

" " " " Publications .

'* " " " Genealogical Researches

Reports of Procurators ....
Report of Special Committee on Increased Accommodations
Report of Committee on Indian Names in Rhode Island

" " Treasurer

Rogers, President, address of

Sheffield, William P., paper read by

Tax voted .....
Vose, Rev. James G., paper read by

Waters, Henry F., paper read bj'

Weeden, William B., paper read by

33

34-51

56

57

58-65

66-70

71-79

93-97

21-32

7

18

7

15
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Form for a Devise of Land.

I give and devise to tlie Rlriode Island Historical

Society, a corporation created by tt^e General fissernbjy

of tt|e State of Rir^ode Island, S.C., ar\d its assigns, [here

describe the land to be devised.']

Form for a Bequest.

I give and bequeathe to tl^e Rl)ode Island Historical

Society, a corporation created by tlr^e General flssenqbly

of tl\e State of Rl:|ode Island, 5c., [here state the sum of

rnonei/, or describe the personal property to be bequeathed.]
















